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Project overview 

The Goldfields and Agricultural Water Supply Scheme (GAWSS) includes 566km of pipeline extending 

from Mundaring Weir to Kalgoorlie and was included in the National Heritage List (NHL) in 2011. The 

GAWSS is Western Australia’s longest water scheme, supplying more than 100,000 homes, farms, 

mines and businesses in the region. Since its commissioning in 1903, the pipeline has played a vital role 

in sustaining residential, agricultural, and industrial activities across the region. To support regional 

development, an additional 7.2 megalitres per day in supply capacity is required. Stage 1 of the pipeline 

replacement is planned to commence early 2026 and be completed by mid to late 2027. These works 

will replace 45km of pipeline between Merredin and Southern Cross 

 

Our sustainability commitment 

The Water Corporation is committed to delivering sustainable project outcomes for the local community 

and environment, whilst providing critical water supply for the Goldfields and Agricultural Region. An 

independent third-party rating scheme, managed by the Infrastructure Sustainability Council will be used 

to drive the project’s sustainability performance with the project completing a ‘Design and As Built’ Rating. 

 

Sustainability targets 

Project sustainability targets ensure achievement of sustainability across the project life. The project 

team has identified sustainability focus areas and targets aligned with the United Nations Sustainable 

Development Goals (UNSDGs), as shown below. 

  

https://www.iscouncil.org/
https://sdgs.un.org/goals
https://sdgs.un.org/goals
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Focus area: Deliver infrastructure to be part of the community 

    

Build and maintain community trust and support 

• >75% of key stakeholders at a minimum are satisfied that their input has been considered and positively 

contributed to the project during design and construction. 

• Implement stakeholder engagement initiatives that address at least three high-priority issues, enabling 

meaningful stakeholder influence in the design process 

Maximise opportunities to promote and enhance heritage values 

• Deliver at least two initiatives that enhance the heritage value of the Golden Pipeline. 

• Identify and implement an initiative that leaves a legacy for the community beyond the project. 

 

Focus area: Maximise resource efficiency, reduce carbon 

       

Maximise water use efficiency and use of appropriate sources 

• Reduce construction and operational water consumption by 10% as a minimum, when compared with 

a business-as-usual approach. 

• Substitute construction potable water demand using 5% as a minimum from alternative water sources.  

Reduce carbon footprint for Scope 1 and 2 greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions 

• Reduce construction and operational energy consumption by at least 5% compared to business-as-

usual, with a minimum of 5% sourced from renewable energy. 

• Implement at least two (2) opportunities for operational energy efficiency / GHG emission reductions. 

Maximise circular economy outcomes including waste avoidance and reduction 

• Implement a minimum of two circular economy initiatives during design and construction to support 

waste reduction and resource reuse. 

• >85% clean/inert excavation spoil diverted from landfill (including >50% onsite reuse) during 

construction 

• >60% office resource outputs (office and kitchen base) diverted from landfill during design, construction 

and operation  

• >70% other inert waste diverted from landfill during construction 

• 30% of construction materials are sustainably accredited ie. have environmental product declarations. 
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Focus area: Design for durability, resilience and the future 

    

• Identify and implement all feasible mitigations for the project’s climate change and natural hazard risks 

rated as high or above 

• Investigate at least two (2) opportunities to integrate adaptability and end of life considerations into the 

project 

• Ensure sustainability knowledge is shared beyond the project, through case studies and industry 

conferences/forums 

 

Focus area: Protect the natural environment 

 

Minimise impacts to native vegetation and fauna. 

• Net zero ecological impact from the project 

• Pipeline route designed to minimise impact to vegetation 

• No project disturbance to the Eucalypt Woodlands of the Western Australian Wheatbelt 

 

Focus area: Conscious management of local and international supply chains 

     

Promote opportunities for Aboriginal businesses and employment 

• Employ at least 5% Aboriginal people during construction 

• Award at least 7% of contracts to Aboriginal businesses by value during construction and operation 

Conscious management of modern slavery risk in the supply chain 

• All significant procurement packages to be assessed for modern slavery risk during design and 

construction 

• All operational suppliers to be assessed for modern slavery risk in alignment with the Water Corporation 

Modern Slavery Supplier Due Diligence Framework 

Promote opportunities for local suppliers and employment 

• Investigate all local supply options for construction materials and services with all significant 

procurement packages to be sourced locally, supporting WA’s Buy Local Policy 

• Ensure 100% of main conduit pipe to be replaced is manufactured in Western Australia. 

• Facilitate engagement with Traditional owners from Ballardong and Marlinyu Ghoorlie to enable 

meeting with potential head contractors and exploring potential sub-contracting opportunities. 


