Meeting record

Kalgan and Nanarup Community and Water Corporation — Albany new water source

Date:

2 February 2026 5.30pm — 7.30pm, Lower Kalgan Hall

Attendees:

Adrian Stewart (Water Corporation)

Julia Phillips (Water Corporation)

Joel Mclure (Water Corporation)

Peter Gordon (Water Corporation)

Carina Harris (Water Corporation)

Approximately 70 community members from Lower Kalgan/Nanarup area

Questions/comments from the community:
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Discussion around request to livestream and late notice of meeting.

Why was the decision posted on the project webpage and then removed?

What will the ultimate plant size be — will it continue to grow with population increase?
Will there be vegetation clearing for the plant?

Questions about the pipeline route.

Were cameras installed before or after excavators on site? Water Corporation confirmed
excavators are not related to any Water Corporation work.

Has Water Corporation been engaging Traditional Owners?

Comment that a human skull had been discovered (near Taylor Inlet).

Has land been purchased?

Question regarding hard copy letters not being received.

Question about the Albany Community Consultation Group terms of reference.

Is Nanarup the ‘cheaper option’ with other costs considered, like electricity upgrades, bridge
upgrades and land?

Where are chemicals added back into the scheme?

How will the water be transferred to the Groundwater Treatment Plant to integrate into the
scheme?
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Has the project gone through the Environmental Protection authority yet?
a. How can a site be selected before that?
Comment that a decision has been made based on desktop data.
Did Water Corporation relook at other sites, not just Sandpatch and Nanarup?
Is the site near the lagoon area — can Water Corporation confirm it will not be impacted?

There was recent flooding at Nanarup and seawater entered Taylor Inlet. Will the brine affect the
inlet?

What will happen in the event of catastrophic failure?

What the about the reef being killed by one of the Perth Seawater Desalination Plants (SDPs)?
Comment that the community meetings need greater public awareness.

Why aren’t you recycling wastewater? What about rainwater tanks?

Can Water Corporation confirm an SDP will not cause an algal bloom?

Can you provide a list of your consultants?

Have you consulted with the locals, including fisherman?

Comment that the wind blows onshore and will affect the southern right whales.

When you build the SDP — what will the pipeline route and will you engage with landowners
before its determined?

Discussion around town growth and development.

Comment that most people in the area don’t need scheme water — they use rainwater tanks.
Discussion around multicriteria assessment (MCA) — how was ‘Social’ category scored?

Is Water Corporation happy with the community engagement on the project?

Two people commented they haven’t received email updates.

Would community concerns have made any difference in the final decision?

What about exclusion zones? Comment that the mass build-up of salt would stop migration of
fish for fishing.

Questions about noise and light impact.
Was the decision based on the Atteris shore crossing report?

Has Water Corporation gone to Sandpatch and Nanarup and seen the difference in recreational
use?

How large is the area of land being purchased?

Will the brine outfall be further out than the intake?
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41. Comment that sand will cover the pipelines and there will be an increase in greywater that should
be recycled. Will we need an additional outfall pipeline to cope with the increase in wastewater?

42. Comment that bore water used to be drinkable but not anymore. How many more years will
groundwater be extracted before the bore fails?

43. Wood chips from tree farm — only dry chips are sold — what happens to the excess water?
44. If there is a fatal flaw identified with the Nanarup option, where will the SDP go?
45. When did landowner discussions begin?

46. Comment that Nanarup Beach is the most used recreational area in Albany outside of Middleton
Beach.

47. Comment that the group wants answers they feel confident in.

48. Why didn’t the SDP go ahead in Frenchman Bay?

49. Will Water Corporation share upcoming investigation findings?

50. How will potential catastrophic fires be managed next to a nature reserve?

51. Algal bloom in South Australia — is there a connection to seawater desalination?

52. The Coastal Waters Working Group has a list of questions — will Water Corporation commit to
answering them?

53. Why did Nanarup east and west get the same local community sentiment score?
54. Will nearby properties get a water supply?
55. Why did the Minister not attend the meeting?

56. Discussion around an unsuccessful subdivision request for a property near the preferred SDP
area.

Please note that questions raised during the meeting have been recorded as accurately as possible on
the night. Answers given during the meetings have not been reproduced here, as they are typically
lengthy and complex, and they are not recorded. However, most answers can be found on the project
webpage on the Frequently Asked Questions tab. If you would like written responses to any of the
guestions, please contact us at community.engagement@watercorporation.com.au.
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