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Geotechnical investigation notification 

Nanarup Beach 

Upcoming work in May 2026  

Water Corporation will soon be completing geotechnical investigations in the Nanarup area, including at 

Nanarup Beach, west of Taylor Inlet in the City of Albany.  

This work is part of ongoing investigations into the design and location of pipelines that may connect to a 

proposed seawater desalination plant located further inland. 

This work is scheduled to begin on Monday 25 May 2026 and is expected to take up to seven days to 

complete, subject to weather conditions. Work will occur between 6:30am and 5:30pm. 

What does this work involve?  

The investigations will help us better understand underground conditions and support future planning. 

Activities include: 

• Non-invasive geophysical testing along set survey lines to help understand underground 

conditions and how deep solid rock (bedrock) lies below the surface. 

• Cone penetration testing (CPT) at a small number of locations to assess subsurface layers and 

ground strength. 

Geophysical testing involves placing small sensors on the ground surface and using a handheld 

sledgehammer to generate low-energy seismic waves. These vibrations are brief and controlled to 

minimise disturbance. 

Cone penetration testing will be carried out using a small, tracked testing vehicle. This method involves 

hydraulically pushing narrow, instrumented rods into the ground to depths of around 40 metres. It does 

not involve drilling, excavation, or the removal of soil or rock. Once testing is complete, the rods are 

removed, and the surface is left stable and undisturbed. 

Equipment may include a CPT rig and small support vehicles. No equipment will remain on the beach 

overnight. 

Map of the work area at Nanarup beach  
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Can I access the beach?  

The beach and car park will remain open during the investigation period. For safety, small, controlled 

work areas will be established around active testing locations. We ask that beach users follow any 

signage and directions from on-site staff. 

How are we protecting the environment? 

These investigations are designed to be low-impact and temporary, with no excavation, clearing, or 

permanent changes to the beach. 

A range of environmental management measures will be in place to protect the surrounding coastal 

environment, including: 

• Careful planning of work areas to avoid sensitive dune and vegetation zones. 

• Continuous visual monitoring before and during work to identify and avoid wildlife. 

• Maintaining a safe distance from any wildlife observed on shore or in the marine environment. 

• Restricting vehicle speeds to 20 km/hr or less. 

• Measures to minimise noise, vibration and surface disturbance. 

We will have a dedicated spotter to support the safety of beach users, work crews, and local wildlife.  

How can I get in touch?  

This work will be completed by Water Corporation’s authorised contractors, FSG Geotechnics and 

Foundations. For site related matters, please contact Water Corporation Project Manager Joel Mclure on 

0419 487 696. 

If you have any other questions, please email Community.Engagement@watercorporation.com.au 

For more information, or to sign up for updates, visit watercorporation.com.au/LGSnewsource or scan 

the QR code. 
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