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Acronyms 

Term 

 

Term  

CBA Cost Benefit Analysis  kV  Kilovolt 

CEMP Construction Environmental Management Plan LGA Local Government Area  

CSEP Community and Stakeholder Engagement Plan  MW Megawatts  

DA  Development Approval  SEA Social and Economic Assessment  

FRWF Flat Rocks Wind Farm SIE Social Impact Evaluation  

FRWF1 Flat Rocks Wind Farm Stage 1 SWIS South West Interconnected System  

FRWF2 Flat Rocks Wind Farm Stage 2  UCL  Urban Centres and Localities  

GHD GHD Pty Ltd WA  Western Australia  

IAIA International Association for Impact Assessment  WHS Workforce Health and Safety  

ILUA Indigenous Land Use Agreement  WTG Wind Turbine Generator  

IO  Input Output    

 

For more information 

For more information about Water Corporation’s proposed Flat Rocks Wind Farm Stage 2 and GHD’s Social and 

Economic Assessment Report contact the Water Corporation Community Engagement Team on 08 9420 3544 or 

community.engagement@watercorporation.com.au  

 

 

Acknowledgement of Country 

GHD acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the 

Traditional Custodians of the land, water and sky throughout Australia on which 

we do business. We recognise their strength, diversity, resilience and deep 

connections to Country. We pay our respects to Elders of the past, present and 

future, as they hold the memories, knowledges and spirit of Australia. GHD is 

committed to learning from Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples in the 

work we do. 

mailto:community.engagement@watercorporation.com.au
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1. Introduction 

Water Corporation is planning to build the second stage of the Flat Rocks Wind Farm (FRWF2) to diversify its 

energy sources, reduce energy costs, and work towards reaching net-zero emissions by 2035.  

Water Corporation commissioned GHD to undertake a Social and Economic Assessment (SEA) of the construction 

and operation of FRWF2. The purpose of the SEA was to identify and assess the anticipated social and economic 

impacts (positive and negative) arising from the construction and operation of FRWF2. Water Corporation will use 

the SEA to inform future planning for project development. 

This document provides a high-level summary of key SEA findings from the full report for the purpose of providing 

feedback to community stakeholders who participated in the consultation process.  

2. Project description 

The Flat Rocks Wind Farm (FRWF) originally developed by Moonies Hill Energy is located approximately 250 km 

southeast of Perth and 19 km southeast of the township of Kojonup, spanning the Shires of Kojonup and 

Broomehill-Tambellup. The first stage of Flat Rock Wind Farm is owned and operated by Enel Green Power, 

following construction in 2022-2023. Water Corporation purchased development rights to the second stage of Flat 

Rocks Wind Farm (FRWF2) from Moonies Hill Energy in December 2022, with an approved installed capacity of 

around 100MW. 

The FRWF2 project description used for the SEA had the following elements: 

– The FRWF2 wind farm site (located in the Shire of Broomehill-Tambellup) and associated infrastructure as 

defined in the Development Approval (DA) obtained in 2013 and subsequent amendments in 2017 

– A corridor concept for associated transmission infrastructure to connect FRWF2 to the South West 

Interconnected System (SWIS) via the Kojonup substation 

– Construction workforce accommodation options, and 

– Likely temporary/ancillary works. 

The SEA assumed a 24-month period for construction and commissioning of FRWF2, with an estimated total 

construction workforce of 319 people (129 direct employment and 190 indirect). FRWF2 has an anticipated 

operational life of 30 years and will likely require long-term direct employment of 5-7 people.  

All project details are subject to change as a result of further investigations, design modifications, requirements as 

part of planning and approval processes and community consultation. Future development will also rely on project 

funding and statutory approvals. 

3. Methodology 

The methodology for the SEA is informed by relevant leading international and Australian frameworks for 

assessing social1 and economic2 impacts at the business case level and is summarised overleaf.  

The local study area for FRWF2 included the LGAs of Kojonup and Broomehill-Tambellup and the project affected 

communities of Kojonup, Broomehill Village, and Tambellup. The regional study area included the Great Southern 

Region due to the anticipated regional draw on resources. The process of impact assessment involves considering 

how the changes brought about by the construction and operation of the project may affect the socio-economic 

baseline conditions of the study area. 

 
1 Department of State Development, Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning. (2021). Social Impact Evaluation Guide - Business Case 
Development Framework, Release 3. Brisbane: Queensland Government. 
2 Department of Treasury Western Australia. (2022). Strategic Asset Management Framework - Policy. Government of Western Australia. 
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Table 3.1 SEA methodology  

   

 

Scoping 
 

 

Data collection 
 

 

Impact assessment 

Project literature review 

Identifying the study area 

Scoping social and 
economic issues to be 
considered in the SEA 

Identifying potentially 
impacted stakeholders 

Desktop review 

Stakeholder consultation 

Social baseline 

Identification of potential social and economic impacts 
and benefits 

Risk-based evaluation of social and economic impacts 

Economic modelling using the input output (IO) method  

Cost-benefit analysis  

Development of management measures 

4. Social baseline 

Key findings of the socio-economic baseline for the study area are summarised below.  

 

Economy, Employment and Business  

Land in and around the project area is privately held and used primarily for agricultural and residential purposes; 

landowners in the area typically reside on their farms (SEA Consultation, 2024). Agricultural activities include cropping 

(wheat, barley, canola and oats) and sheep farming (wool and meat). At the time of the 2021 Census, Agriculture, 

Forestry and Fishing was the top industry of employment in both Kojonup and Broomehill-Tambellup LGAs (46.0% and 

54.0% respectively). This is reflective of the broader Great Southern Region, where the agriculture, forestry and fishing 

industry is also the largest employer representing 16.04% of jobs and making the greatest contribution to regional 

economic output at 21.57% of total output. Other key industries in Kojonup LGA and Broomehill-Tambellup LGA are 

education and training and health care and social assistance. Both Kojonup LGA (1.4%) and Broomehill-Tambellup 

LGA (4.4%) had lower rates of unemployment than the state of WA (5.1%). In the 2021/2022 financial year, the Great 

Southern Region received 707,000 annual visitors and has a growing reputation for hosting significant festivals and 

exhibitions and is renowned for its natural and built tourist attractions. 

  

Population and Demography  

Kojonup and Broomehill-Tambellup LGA have experienced population decline between 2016 and 2021. Attraction and 

retention of residents is a key strategic focus for both LGAs to enhance the sustainability and vibrancy of their towns. 

Kojonup is approximately 15km north west of the development area for FRWF2 and one of the closest towns to the 

development area. At the time of the 2021 Census, the town of Kojonup had a population of 878 people. Broomehill 

Village is approximately 25km north east of FRWF2 and had a population of 211 people. Tambellup is approximately 

30km south east of FRWF2 and had a population of 281 people. All three towns have a higher relative median age 

than WA (38). Only Broomehill Village and Kojonup have a lower proportion of the population who are under the age of 

18 years when compared to WA (22.6%).  

  

Amenity  

There is a strong attachment to the rural landscape and natural beauty of the area, with a desire to see the area 

become one of agricultural excellence and environmental stewardship.  

The natural landscape, scenic views, rural nature and sounds contribute positively to sense of place and enjoyment of 

the landowners consulted. FRWF1 is now also a key feature of the landscape, with WTGs visible from several vantage 

points and roads. For some this has changed their sense of place and enjoyment.  

  

Access and Connectivity  

Roads in the project area are mainly unsealed, gravel roads which provide access to farm operations and to the main 

towns of Kojonup, Katanning and on to Albany, Bunbury and Perth. The FRWF2 wind turbine site is located within an 

area south of and accessible via Broomehill-Kojonup Road. The neighbouring towns of Kojonup, Broomehill Village 

and Tambellup are all accessible by road. SEA consultation identified that the road transport network in the region is 

under pressure. 

The Kojonup Airstrip is located 7.5km North of Kojonup adjacent to the Albany Highway and caters for the Royal Flying 

Doctor, Emergency Services, agriculture and private users. Katanning Airport is a small regional airport that caters for 

the Royal Flying Doctor, Emergency Services, Private Users and the Katanning Aero Club. 
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Access to Social Infrastructure and Services  

There are limited social and economic services available in the Kojonup and Broomehill-Tambellup LGAs. Kojonup is 

the closest and most well-resourced town in proximity to FRWF2. Stakeholders living near FRWF2 indicated that 

Kojonup is the main town centre for accessing social infrastructure and services for those living in/around the project 

area. Kojonup also has a number of local events which are important occasions for the community.  

Katanning is the nearest regional centre to FRWF2, located approximately 27km north east of FRWF2. The Shire’s 

Strategic Community Plan 2022-2032 outlines a desire from the community for the town to be an economic hub of the 

Great Southern region, offering a range of employment and business opportunities. 

 

Community Health and Wellbeing 

In the Community Strategic Plans for both LGAs the community is largely described as supportive of one another and 

as one which takes pride in their agricultural heritage and future. Stakeholder consultation suggests that community 

values in the project area are centred around family, community, nature, the environment and farming. Landowners 

value the strong bonds they have formed with each other often over several generations and routinely support one 

another in their personal lives, farming activities and in times of crisis for emergency response, especially in relation to 

firefighting. However, they also report an ongoing deterioration of historically strong bonds between families who are 

hosting FRWF wind turbines and those who are not.  

 

Housing and Accommodation  

At the time of the 2021 Census, dwellings were primarily owned outright in Kojonup LGA (41.4%) and Broomehill-

Tambellup LGA (51.7%), which was significantly higher compared to the state of Western Australia (29.2). There was a 

lower proportion of rented dwellings in Broomehill-Tambellup LGA (16.2%) compared to both Kojonup LGA (26.1%) 

and WA (27.3%). During SIA consultation, some stakeholders commented that Kojonup, Tambellup and nearby 

Katanning have a very low vacancy rate for houses and rentals. 

There are limited short term accommodation facilities suitable for project staff in nearby towns. Based on desktop 

research, Kojonup town has five short term accommodation providers, Tambellup has one provider, Broomehill Village 

has none, Katanning has six providers, and Mount Baker has four providers. Short term accommodation in the region 

is a mix of hotels, motels, and cabins. 

 

Traditional Owners, Country and Cultural Values 

The Noongar people were formally recognised as the Traditional Owners of the south-west region of WA in 2016. The 

Kojonup and Broomehill-Tambellup LGAs sit within the Wagyl Kaip and Southern Noongar ILUA. At the time of the 

2021 census, Kojonup LGA’s Indigenous population represented was 5.2% of total population and Broomehill-

Tambellup LGA’s Indigenous population represented 13.0% of the total population. There are five registered Aboriginal 

Cultural Heritage sites in proximity to FRWF2: Carlecatup Creek (creation / dreaming narrative and water source); 

Carlecatup burial site (burial), Tambellup Gnamma (water source), Tambellup (artefacts/scatter, camp and water 

source); Blackwood River (creation / dreaming narrative).  

 

Cumulative Considerations 

Other known projects which may result in an accumulation of social and economic impacts at the time FRWF2 is 

developed include: FRWF1, currently owned and operated by Enel Green Power and located adjacent to FRWF2 

(operations phase); Ausgold’s Katanning Gold Project ~40 km northeast of Katanning (feasibility phase); Grange 

Resources Southdown Magnetite Project ~90 km east northeast of Albany (environmental approvals phase); and 

Narrogin Wind Farm (planning phase). 

5. Consultation with stakeholders 

Stakeholder consultation and a community visit was conducted during 21-28 June 2024. Consultation was held on 

a voluntary and confidential basis with a sample of people interviewed across key stakeholder groups potentially 

impacted by the construction and operation of FRWF23. The purpose was to inform the SEA by gaining insights 

into the local community, understand the benefits and concerns to stakeholders regarding the construction and 

operation of FRWF2 and suggestions for impact management.  

 
3 Consultation with Traditional Owners and Indigenous groups, businesses and people was not part of the SEA scope of work. 
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Table 5.1 Key stakeholder groups consulted as part of the SEA 

 Number of organisations or 
representatives approached 

Number organisations or 
representatives participating 

Number of individuals 
consulted 

State Government 2 1 1 

Local Government 2 2 4 

Landowners – wind turbine hosts 2 2 4 

Landowners – neighbours 6 5 9 

Local Businesses and Community Organisations 5 1 1 

Local Industry 1 0 0 

Local Community Members 2 1 3 

Total 20 12 22 

Consultation findings are integrated throughout this report.  

6. Social impact evaluation 

Social impacts are the consequences experienced by people and communities, whether directly or indirectly, 

arising from a project and its activities. At the business case level, social impact evaluation focuses on analysing 

the social value that the project may achieve by identifying and describing the positive and negative social impacts 

that may result from construction and operation of the project. The key findings are summarised below.  

The significance of the social impacts identified was determined based on an assessment of the likelihood and 

consequence of the impact occurring using the rating criteria in line with industry guidelines4. This assessment 

results in a social risk/benefit rating of high, medium or low being assigned to the identified positive and negative 

impacts (see Table 6.1). The impact assessment was re-assessed (assuming effective implementation of the 

proposed management measures) to arrive at a residual social risk rating5. 

Table 6.1 Social impact significance ratings  

High High risk/benefit. Social impact should meet the materiality criteria of ‘significant and relevant’. 
May influence the project design. 

Medium Medium risk/benefit. Social impact might be considered material. Requires further investigation. 

Low Low risk/benefit. Social impact is unlikely to be material. Requires no further investigation. 

Table 6.2 Social impact evaluation summary – positive social impacts/benefits 

Impact Project phase Initial 
significance 

Economy, employment and business 

Increased economic contribution expected as a result of capital investment for project construction as 
well as operational requirements  

Construction High 

Operation Medium 

Increased employment opportunities (direct and indirect) expected as a result of project construction and 
operation. 

Construction 
Operation 

Medium 

Increased local spend from construction and operational workforce expected to support local business 
activity. 

Construction 
Operation 

Medium 

Increased business activity during project construction due to supply of goods and services. Construction Medium 

Landowners hosting WTGs would likely receive compensation for access to their land during 
construction and an ongoing revenue during operations as part of the lease arrangement. 

Construction Medium 

Operation High 

 
4 Department of State Development, Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning. (2021). Social Impact Evaluation Guide - Business Case 
Development Framework, Release 3. Brisbane: Queensland Government. 
5 For positive impacts, the residual significance for all impacts is the same as the pre-mitigation significance because the suggested 
management measures are focused on ensuing that positive impacts are not diminished/ foregone.  
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Impact Project phase Initial 
significance 

Landowners hosting transmission infrastructure would be compensated for consequential loss of land at 
the time of construction. 

Construction Low 

If community offerings/grants are offered and/or community investment though benefit-sharing 
implemented, it is possible the contribution may enhance of social infrastructure and services. 

Construction 
Operation 

Medium 

Potential contribution to the tourism industry and demand, due to the emergence of wind farm tourism. Operation Medium 

New additional energy infrastructure may support enhanced energy security and resilience in the SWIS. Operation Medium 

Access and connectivity 

Road infrastructure upgrades to local roads in the project area are a possibility as part of project 
construction, providing a long-term infrastructure legacy. 

Construction Medium 

Access to social infrastructure and services 

Enhanced bushfire management capability as a result of additional firefighting equipment and resources 
as part of the project a bushfire management plan  

Construction  Medium 

Enhanced social infrastructure and services may result from any grants and investment provided to local 
communities. 

Construction 
Operation 

Medium 

Community health and wellbeing 

If community offerings/grants are offered and/or community investment though benefit-sharing 
implemented, this may indirectly contribute toward enhanced community cohesion. 

Construction 
Operation 

Low 

Sense of pride for some landowners in supporting renewable energy and mitigation of climate change.  Operation Low 

Housing and accommodation 

Perception that land and property values may be enhanced for WTG hosting landowners due to the 
lease agreement and a long-term climate-independent revenue stream. 

Construction 
Operation 

Low 

Traditional Owners, Country and cultural values 

Benefits for Traditional Owners, Indigenous Peoples and Indigenous owned businesses may result from 
project construction due to prioritised procurement and employment opportunities. 

Construction Not 
available6 

Cumulative  

Contribution toward enhanced regional capability and capacity in the wind farm construction. Construction Medium 

Table 6.3 Social impact evaluation summary – Negative social impacts/risks 

Impact Project phase Initial 
significance 

Residual 
significance 

Local economy, employment and business 

Supply chain shortages and price fluctuations may be possible as a result of increased 
demand for local goods and services during project construction. 

Construction High Medium 

Potential for a reduction in business activity and/or loss of employment created as the 
project moves from construction to operations, affecting local economy and workforce. 

Operation High Medium 

Temporary disruption to farming and agricultural activities may result if construction 
activity limits movement of equipment and agricultural products. 

Construction Medium Medium 

Project infrastructure (e.g. WTG pads, roads) may result in some land being 
permanently lost and/or negatively impacting farming activities of hosting landowners. 

Operation Medium Medium 

If there is a change to the ability/cost of aerial application of agrochemicals as a result of 
the presence of WTGs this may negatively affect farming operations and profitability. 

Operation Medium Low 

Potential for reduced tourism demand due to change in amenity and reduced availability 
of short-term accommodation to tourists due to demands of construction workforce. 

Construction Medium Medium 

Population and demography 

A non-local construction workforce may temporarily change to population demography 
and stability/ mobility and affect community sense of place.  

Construction Medium Medium 

Amenity  

 
6 Consultation with Traditional Owners, Indigenous peoples and Indigenous owned businesses was not part of the scope of this SEA and 
insights from Water Corporation’s separate Cultural Values Assessment were not available at the time this SEA was prepared. Therefore, these 
impacts are unable to be assessed. Further investigation is required. 
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Impact Project phase Initial 
significance 

Residual 
significance 

Temporary changes to visual amenity and sense of place may result from construction 
activities (e.g. movements, earthworks, light pollution at night). 

Construction Medium Low 

Permanent changes to visual amenity and sense of place may result from installation of 
WTG towers and transmission infrastructure due to their visual prominence, presence of 
obstruction lights and experience of shadow flicker during operations. 

Construction 
Operation 

High Medium 

If native vegetation is cleared during the construction phase, this may result in a change 
to visual amenity and sense of place. 

Operation Medium Low 

Increased noise as a result of construction activities may negatively alter amenity and 
sense of place. Operational noise from WTGs is a source of tension within the 
community, with reports of noise disturbance from FRWF1 affecting enjoyment of space 
and property for some landowners and the sleep, wellbeing and mental health of some 
residents. 

Construction Medium Low 

Operation High Low 

Increased dust and vehicle emissions as a result of construction activities may 
temporarily affect air quality and result in depositional dust nearby. 

Construction Medium Low 

Access and connectivity 

Traffic disruption and congestion on local and regional roads may result from increased 
vehicle movements transporting materials and workers. 

Construction Medium Low 

Increased traffic on access routes may affect landowners and neighbours through 
nuisance and intrusion and impact perceptions of safety/privacy. 

Construction Medium Low 

Potential for damage to road infrastructure utilised for the movement of machinery, 
supplies and people, affecting road user safety/experience. 

Construction Medium Low 

Potential for long-term changes in land access as a result of physical barriers (e.g. 
internal roads) and land use (e.g. changed zoning, new easements, overhead 
transmission lines). 

Construction High Low 

Operation Medium 

Current land use within the project footprint would change from solely agricultural, to 
agricultural and energy generation. 

Construction 
Operation 

High Medium 

Access to social infrastructure and services 

Existing recreational use and enjoyment of surrounding areas, such as bird watching 
and exercising or walking near the road reserve, may be impeded, restricted or removed 
during project construction and operation. 

Construction Medium Low 

Operation High Medium 

Increased pressure on water and wastewater services during construction. Construction Medium Low 

Increased demand on LGA resources (people and finances) may occur as a result of 
responding to community, governance and compliance requirements for the project. 

Construction 
Operation 

High Medium 

Potential for increased demand on local emergency services if emergency response or 
services are required during construction and operation. Perceived risk that volunteer 
bushfire-fighting activities and aerial firefighting ability may be constrained. 

Construction Medium Low 

Operation High Medium 

Community health and wellbeing  

Potential for exacerbation of existing tensions in the community and/or increased polarity 
with greater divide between project supporters/opposers, affecting community cohesion.  

Construction 
Operation 

High Medium 

Potential to contribute to a deterioration in the quality of life, wellbeing and mental health 
of some local residents, creating risks to community health, safety and population 
mobility. 

Construction 
Operation 

Medium Medium 

Changes to perception of community safety may result from the presence and 
undesirable behaviours of a non-local construction workforce in the area. 

Construction Medium Low 

In the event of WTG fire, perceived risks of toxic fumes and firefighting difficulties 
leading to damage to properties, farms and forests and affecting community safety. 

Operation Medium Low 

Perceived health risks linked to FRWF2 development associated with long-term sleep 
disturbance and mental health challenges, affecting some residents.  

Operation High Medium 

FRWF2 may conflict with community values related to environmental protection, as its 
potential impacts on local flora, fauna, endangered species, and cultural heritage could 
raise concerns. 

Operation High Medium 

Housing and accommodation 

If a non-local construction workforce is accommodated in the region, the increased 
demand for housing and accommodation may result affect available supply and pricing. 

Construction Medium Low 
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Impact Project phase Initial 
significance 

Residual 
significance 

Perceived reduction in neighbouring land and property values due to possible negative 
amenity impacts and potential land use restrictions. 

Construction 
Operation  

Medium Medium 

Traditional Owners, Country and cultural values 

Potential for impeded or restricted access to Country and sites of cultural significance.  Construction 
Operation 

Not 
assessed7 

Not 
assessed 

Potential for impacts to Country and cultural values associated with the area and 
registered heritage sites such as Carlecatup Creek. 

Construction 
Operation 

Not 
assessed 

Not 
assessed 

Cumulative  

The local community is living with an experience of negative impacts arising from 
FRWF1 and may have reduced resilience to tolerate negative impacts from FRWF2. 

Construction High Medium 

Exacerbated pressure on supply chain and infrastructure should the construction of 
FRWF2 coincide with other major construction projects in the local and/or regional area. 

Construction High Medium 

FRWF1 has shaped expectations regarding the level and distribution of community 
benefits associated with FRWF2. If not considered/met, this may negatively affect 
community sentiment and cohesion and/or result in perceived/actual inequities. 

Construction High Medium 

Operation Medium Low 

7. Economics assessment 

A summary of the quantitative economic impact assessment and cost benefit analysis is included below. 

Table 7.1 Economic impact assessment 

Project phase Estimated economic impact 

Kojonup and Broomehill-Tambellup LGAs 

Construction Generate $3.30 million in value add to the Kojonup and Broomehill-Tambellup LGA economies each year (of which $1.53 
million being direct value add and $1.77 million being indirect value add).  

Support 17 total full time equivalent (FTE) employees in the LGAs (comprising of 8 direct FTE employees and 9 indirect 
FTE employees) across both years of construction. 

Operation There are no modelled operational benefits of the project. It is assumed that any direct operational expenditure would 
likely occur outside of the local area. It is noted however that there are likely that there will be indirect, flow-on, benefits to 
the local community, such as to businesses in the accommodation, food services and retail segments and that rent/lease 
payments made to hosting landholders may also be spent within the local community. 

Western Australia 

Construction Generate $75.89 million in value add to the WA economy (of which $32.60 million being direct value add and $43.30 
million being indirect value add).  

Support 350 total FTE employees within WA (comprising of 135 direct FTE employees and 215 indirect FTE employees) 
across both years of construction. 

Operation During the first year of operation, the Project is estimated to generate $13.65 million in value add to the WA economy (of 
which $5.00 million being direct value add and $8.65 million being indirect value add) and support 69 total FTE employees 
within WA (comprising of 26 direct FTE employees and 43 indirect FTE employees).  

From Financial Year 2028, the initial operational commencement elements will be completed, and the Project will have a 
lower, minor impact on the wider WA economy. Over the operational period, the level of employment supported is 
expected to gradually increase over the 30 year operational period as a result of increased maintenance requirements. 

The Cost Benefit Analysis (CBA) considers the net benefits against the net costs associated with the Project, 

resulting in a benefit cost ratio (BCR)8 to assist in understanding if the net benefits exceed the net costs of the 

Project. The CBA relies on a number of assumptions and limitations which are outlined in detail in the full report.  

 
7 Consultation with Traditional Owners, Indigenous peoples and Indigenous owned businesses was not part of the scope of this SEA and 
insights from Water Corporation’s separate Cultural Values Assessment were not available at the time this SEA was prepared. Therefore, these 
impacts are unable to be assessed. Further investigation of potential impacts is required. 
8 Benefit Cost Ratio (BCR) means the present value of benefits divided by the present value of costs (including operating costs). Can be used 
as a decision tool. 
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Based on the benefits which have been monetised, the project achieves a positive net benefit, with a BCR of 1.20 

(and a net present value9 of $98.56 million). This means that the monetised benefits of the project exceed the 

monetised costs of the project10.  

8. Impact management 

The SEA includes a range of measures for Water Corporation to consider to manage potential social impacts 

during construction and operation of FRWF2. Table 8.1 shows the key management measures recommended to 

minimise social risks and enhance social benefits as identified in this SEA. 

In addition, future refinements to the project design should consider how negative social impacts of high and 

medium significance can be eliminated or reduced through modifications to project design.  

Table 8.1 Social impact mitigation and enhancement measures 

Management measure Considerations 

Community and 
Stakeholder 
Engagement Plan 
(CSEP) 

Develop and implement a CSEP that is inclusive and provides a process for transparent communication and 
meaningful engagement with all community members, organisations and local governments in communities 
affected by the project. Consult with potentially affected landowners and neighbours regarding noise, visual 
intrusion, shadow flicker and setbacks to inform the micro-siting of WTGs. Consult with potentially affected 
landowners and neighbours regarding the location and potential impacts associated with transmission 
infrastructure, including opportunities for undergrounding transmission cables. Negotiate and establish near 
neighbour agreements. Consider community education opportunities such as community open days, community 
tours, school education programs. 

Workforce 
Accommodation 
Strategy 

Develop and implement a workforce accommodation strategy in consultation with the LGAs and GSDC. 
Consider opportunities for workforce accommodation solutions that contribute to a positive lasting legacy for 
LGAs and the region. 

Community offerings, 
investment and benefit 
sharing 

Extend Water Corporation’s existing community offering program to the LGAs. Consider a broad, holistic 
approach to community investment and benefit-sharing that provides benefit for the broader community as well 
as those most negatively impacted (eg neighbouring landowners) and identifies opportunities for contributing to 
legacy projects for the local study area. 

Participation Plan and 
Regional Sourcing 
Strategy 

Develop and implement a participation plan and regional sourcing strategy that aims to localise procurement 
and employment. Consider opportunities to contribute to a regional skills and capacity development program. 

Construction 
Environmental 
Management Plan  

Develop and implement a CEMP that includes consideration of dust management and suppression, sourcing 
strategy for gravel and water supplies and construction work hours.  

Traffic Management 
Plan 

Develop and implement a Traffic Management Plan that includes road traffic management strategy, including 
consideration of haulage routes, access points, clearing and widening requirements, and maintenance/repair 
requirement and advanced notice of abnormal vehicle movements. Consider pre-emptive/ preventative road 
upgrading or sealing to limit damage and provide a positive legacy.  

Workforce Health and 
Safety Policy 

Develop and implement and WHS Policy that includes workforce behaviour policy and code of conduct that 
aims to manage interactions between the workforce and the community, encourage good integration and to 
develop a culture of respect for, and awareness of, agricultural operations and community activities.  

9. Further Information 

For more information about Water Corporation’s proposed Flat Rocks Wind Farm Stage 2 or GHD’s Social and 

Economic Assessment Report contact the Water Corporation Community Engagement Team on 08 9420 3544 or 

community.engagement@watercorporation.com.au  

 

 
9 Net present value (NPV) means the present value of net future cash flows. Can be used to indicate improvement in economic efficiency from 
the base case. 
10 Based on calculations under a 7% discount rate. The discount rate is the interest rate used to calculate the present value of future cash flows 
from a project or investment. 

mailto:community.engagement@watercorporation.com.au
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