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To secure Exmouth’s water supply through to 2060, Water Corporation is planning for a new 

small-scale seawater desalination plant (SDP).  

Following several years of studies and community and stakeholder engagement, the 

southern site has been identified as the most suitable location. It performed strongly 

across environmental, heritage, social and technical assessments. We are now carrying out 

detailed investigations to help inform design and environmental approvals. 

What’s been happening? 

We’ve gathered information from a range of sources to understand environmental, heritage 

and social values within the areas considered. We’ve also completed environmental and 

Aboriginal heritage surveys to identify any sensitive areas that need to be avoided. 

Marine studies in the Exmouth Gulf began in December 2024 and are ongoing. Together, all 

these studies and surveys informed our decision‑making and supported the identification of a 

preferred location for the proposed desalination plant. The results will also be used to inform 

an Environmental Impact Assessment. 

Recently completed or underway investigations include:  

• marine geophysical surveys, monitoring low volume sound waves from a boat to 

understand the geology below the seabed, before proposed offshore geotechnical 

investigations later this year; 

• water quality monitoring, mapping seabed habitats and searching for evidence of 

freshwater seeps, where underground freshwater flows out from the seabed and 

into the Gulf; and  

• studies of natural water movement in the Exmouth Gulf and how brine would mix 

into the surrounding environment (brine dispersion modelling).  

You can see a map of the proposed location and read an update on the latest findings from 

our marine investigations on the project webpage watercorporation.com.au/exmouthwater.  

What’s happening now?   

Detailed investigations will continue at the southern site. This includes testing ground 

conditions, ongoing engagement with Traditional Owners regarding Aboriginal heritage 

protection, and further marine studies. Water Corporation will begin a land acquisition process, 

which will involve engagement with relevant stakeholders.  

As we gather more information, the design of the proposed desalination plant will be refined. 

This will include further detailed modelling to support the project’s environmental approval 

process.  

 



 

May 2026 

 

Exmouth water and wastewater planning   
 
 
Exmouth wastewater upgrades 

Planning is also underway to upgrade Exmouth’s wastewater system. This includes a 

proposed new water resource recovery facility (WRRF) north of town. A map of the proposed 

site is available on the project webpage by searching “Exmouth wastewater upgrades” in your 

preferred browser. 

The current facility is nearing capacity and is located close to the town centre. A new facility 

would support growth and improve how wastewater is treated and reused. 

What are the next steps? 

The Exmouth community will continue to play an important role in shaping these projects to 

ensure we deliver the right solution to benefit the region for decades to come. We will share 

opportunities for community involvement as they become available.    

Both proposals must receive the necessary regulatory and environmental approvals, and a 

final investment decision to proceed. Based on current timelines for approvals and 

construction, the new SDP and WRRF are expected to be operating by 2031. 

How can I be involved? 

Further investigations will continue for both projects, with ongoing updates shared as planning 

progresses. To receive regular project updates, we recommend signing up to 

receive our project emails via the project webpages.  

You can sign up for seawater desalination project updates by searching 

“Exmouth water source planning” in your preferred browser or scan the QR 

code.  

You can sign up for wastewater project updates by searching “Exmouth 

wastewater upgrades”.  

 If you have questions or comments, please contact our team at 
Community.Engagement@watercorporation.com.au 

 
Faults, emergencies and security – 13 13 75 (24 hours). 

 

 

 

 

 

 


