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To secure Exmouth’s water supply through to 2060, Water Corporation is planning for a new 

small-scale seawater desalination plant (SDP).  

What’s been happening? 

Following several years of studies and community and stakeholder engagement, the southern 

site has been identified as the most suitable location. It performed strongly across 

environmental, heritage, social and technical assessments. We are now carrying out detailed 

investigations to help inform design and environmental approvals. 

Upcoming geotechnical investigations  

Geotechnical investigations will be carried out across the proposed desalination plant site, 

pipeline routes, and existing tank location to better understand ground and groundwater 

conditions. A map of the survey area can be found on the next page. 

Work is scheduled to take place from Monday 20 July 2026 for up to four weeks (subject to 

weather and site conditions), between 6:30am and 5:30pm. 

Work will include: 

• drilling multiple boreholes (up 40 m depth) at the proposed desalination plant site and 

along the proposed pipeline route 

• digging multiple test pits at the proposed desalination plant site and along the 

proposed pipeline route 

• collecting soil and water samples 

Investigations will also focus on key areas such as road crossings to support underground 

pipeline design and construction.  

This work will help inform the safe and efficient design of the proposed infrastructure. 

Some work will take place near roads, including Minilya–Exmouth Road, Murat Road, and the 

quarry access road. To keep everyone safe, traffic management measures will be in place. 

We will aim to minimise disruption to the community during this work. 

How can I be involved? 

You can sign up to receive regular email project updates by searching “Exmouth water source 

planning” in your preferred browser or scan the QR code.  

 If you have questions or comments, please contact our team 
at Community.Engagement@watercorporation.com.au 

Faults, emergencies and security – 13 13 75 (24 hours). 
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