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Wanneroo 
desalination 
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Work is well and truly underway now, 
with the first lengths of pipe installed 
in early August. Four specialised 
crews are working in four locations at 
the same time to ensure the pipeline 
is constructed efficiently.

Traffic management 
In some places the pipeline needs to 
be constructed across or even through 
the middle of a road to avoid trees and 
underground services. We have traffic 
management on site at these locations to 
keep everyone safe. 
From late October traffic management will be 
in place along some of the alignment’s busiest 
roads, including Caporn Street, Neaves Road 
and Wesco Road. We ask all road users 
to please follow the traffic management in 
place and take extra care when travelling 
through these areas. We understand traffic 
management can cause delays and we 
appreciate your understanding.

Upcoming work
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From classroom to construction site
We recently held a colouring-in competition with local 
schools to add some fun and creativity to our work — 
and The Candy Truck was crowned the winning design, 
ready to bring a burst of colour to the neighbourhood 
during construction.
The winning artwork, created by Lynette, has been 
transformed into a vinyl print and now takes pride of 
place on the back of our 374 excavator, brightening up 
life on site.

A big thank you to Carramar OSH Club, East Wanneroo 
Primary School and St John Paul II Catholic Primary 
School for joining in and sharing your wonderful  
creativity with us.

Installing WA’s largest pipeline – A how to guide
Constructing our 1.6 metre diameter pipeline is no 
easy feat — it is Water Corporation’s largest diameter 
water main. Here’s some insight into how we safely and 
effectively install sections of this impressive pipe.

Ground conditions
These pipes aren’t simply placed in soft soil. They run 
under roads, areas where the water table is high and 
even in areas with hard rock. Each of these conditions 
requires different approaches and a lot of room to work. 

Preparing the trench
Pipes are strung out on the ground surface in  
sequence, one behind the other, so work can flow 
efficiently. The machinery, sometimes as wide as 3.4 
metres, operates to dig the trench while the excavated 
material is stored alongside.

Lifting the pipe
Once the trench has been dug, the excavator’s bucket  
is swapped for a hook and specilised lifting sling.  
The sling is wrapped around the pipe, allowing workers 
to lift it with either one large excavator or two medium-
sized excavators.

Positioning with GPS
The pipe is lowered carefully into place, with  
GPS technology ensuring precise alignment before  
it is secured.

Joining the pipes: welding vs  
rubber ring joints
After placement, each section of pipe must be 
connected to the next. There are two main methods:
•	 Welding: This is the most common method. Welding 

is meticulous and time-consuming — it can take 
welders a full day to complete the weld on a single 
pipe. The result is a strong, permanent joint.

•	 Rubber ring joints: These are used on long, straight 
stretches of pipeline where there are no bends. They 
allow the pipes to be joined together more quickly 
than welding, while still maintaining a secure and 
reliable seal.

City of Wanneroo bus tour 
We meet regularly with the City of Wanneroo to share 
updates on the project. This time, we swapped our usual 
meeting room catch-up for a bus tour of the site.
The tour gave the City team a first-hand look at the 
project – from early planning right through to operations. 
Seeing it on the ground brought our conversations to life 
and highlighted the scale of the work involved.
A big thank you to the City of Wanneroo for joining us. It 
was a great way to connect, share ideas and continue 
strengthening our relationship.
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Partnership program
The Alkimos Pipeline Alliance is offering up to $1000 
partnerships through its Community Partnerships 
Program to community and not-for-profit groups in 
the City of Wanneroo. Funding must directly benefit 
local groups and/or the local community. The 
program provides an opportunity for the Alliance and 
community to work together to enhance community 
well-being and capacity through collaboration.
•	 Initiatives supported must align with one or more 

of the APA’s core values of Care, Excellence, 
Integrity and Sustainable Solutions.

•	 Applications open Monday 3 November 2025 
and close Monday 12 January 2026, with 
outcomes announced in January 2026. We’ll 
also be at the Wanneroo Show on 14 and 15 
November to talk about the program.

Visit watercorporation.com.au/alkimostowanneroo  
for more information or to apply.

Site challenges
Every site is different and crews face 
a range of challenges:
•	 Unexpected finds: asbestos, 

animal bones and other  
materials — all of which must  
be handled carefully and in line 
with legislation.

•	 Weather: heavy rain or  
extreme heat can slow progress 
and require adjustments to  
work schedules.

•	 Traffic management: when 
working near or across roads, 
traffic management is critical 
to keep both workers and the 
community safe.

Visit watercorporation.com.au/alkimostowanneroo

or scan the QR code to learn 
more about the project

Learn More

Search ‘Alkimos Pipeline’

Contact us
If you’d like to share your thoughts or have any 
questions, please contact the Alkimos Pipeline 
Alliance Community Team:

•	 at community@apalliance.com.au

•	 	on 08 9200 2303 (during office hours).

For faults, emergencies and security issues call 
Water Corporation on 13 13 75 (24 hours). If you 
need a translator to help you understand this 
information, please call 13 14 50.
If you’d like to receive all project related 
notifications, including construction, clearing 
works, traffic and project updates straight 
to your inbox, go to the website, click on 
Subscriptions and sign up. 
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