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About the project 

The Alkimos Pipeline Alliance, formed by Water Corporation, and contractors Georgiou and DM 

Drainage and Constructions, will shortly begin constructing 27.5 km of the new 33.5 km Alkimos to 

Wanneroo Desalination Pipeline. 

The pipeline will transfer drinking water from Perth’s next major water source, the Alkimos Seawater 

Desalination Plant, to Wanneroo. Here it will be integrated into the broader water network to be 

supplied to homes and businesses. 

We are currently undertaking pre-construction activities so we can start installing pipe from around 

August 2025. The project is expected to be complete by the end of 2027, ready to transfer drinking 

water when the plant begins operating in mid-2028. 

Surveys and sampling 

Geotechnical surveys 

Specialists are currently investigating ground conditions near Wesco Road and McLennan Drive. 

This is to check if there is rock under the ground that may impact how we install the pipe in this area. 

This work is taking place during normal working hours on weekdays and is expected to be complete 

by the end of April 2025. We don’t expect any impacts to the local community. 

Groundwater sampling/monitoring 

We’ve been taking groundwater samples through existing monitoring 

bores in the southern section of the pipeline alignment. We will also 

install an additional 10 monitoring bores along the alignment while we 

construct the pipeline. These will be used to assess groundwater 

levels and quality throughout construction the project.  

Service locating 

We are locating underground services along the entire pipeline 

alignment to ensure we don’t impact these during construction. You 

may have seen white service locator poles, which indicate where we 

have carried out this work. Most of the service locating will be finished 

by mid-April 2025, with some small sections continuing until August 

2025.  

Drone surveys 

We will be flying drones along the alignment to capture survey data until around September 2025. 

Drones will not fly above private property.  

Service locator poles  



 

 

 Pre-construction preparation 

Site compound and satellite areas 

The project’s main compound will be on Old 

Yanchep Road in Pinjar. This area will be used 

for our offices, crew facilities and to store 

equipment and lengths of pipe. The team will 

start working from the compound in late June 

2025. 

The area has been fenced, and we are now 

connecting services and laying a temporary hard 

surface down.  

Two smaller project compounds will also be 

established – one towards the northern end of 

the alignment and one towards the southern 

end. These will enable our crew to use facilities and store pipe without having to travel to the main 

compound.  

Traffic management along Old Yanchep Road 

The speed limit has been reduced from 90km/h to 60km/h along Old Yanchep Road near the site 

compound to allow trucks to safely enter and exit when delivering the pipe. This reduced limit will 

stay in place until the end of 2027. 

Other temporary changes to traffic along the alignment will be put in place in sections along the 

alignment once construction begins in around July 2025. We will minimise impacts to traffic wherever 

possible. All traffic management plans will be approved by the City of Wanneroo. 

Pipe delivery 

Lengths of pipe began being delivered to the 

site compound on 14 March 2025. Because 

the pipe is so large, each truck can only carry 

one length at a time. The trucks travel north 

on the Freeway from Kwinana where the pipe 

is being made. Most trucks are exiting at 

Flynn Drive to head east. Two dedicated 

trucks each deliver three lengths of pipe per 

day, Monday to Friday. These deliveries will 

continue until the end of the project in late 

2027.   

Bores 

Starting in June 2025, the team will install four bores along the alignment to extract groundwater for 

use during the project. We will adhere to a maximum daily extraction limit and ensure we don’t impact 

groundwater levels. We will be drawing from the aquifer of the Gnangara Mound. This aquifer 

extends from Gingin to Perth metro.  

Construction – starting late July 2025 

We will be installing the pipeline in four sections at once from late July 2025. Each section will have 

a dedicated team of around 15 people, and include trucks, an excavator, light vehicles and 

compaction equipment. The four teams will share water carts and fuel trucks. 

Site compound work 

A 12 m pipe being transported to site 



 

 

 The sections will have a fenced open work front of up to 100m long, that will move slowly along the 

alignment. The open work front will consist of the team digging the trench, laying the lengths of pipe, 

welding the lengths together, then backfilling and compacting the ground above. As the completed 

areas are backfilled and compacted, the team will continue to dig the trench and progress the open 

work front. 

Another team will start preparing the work area ahead of the excavating team. This work includes 

clearing vegetation, checking for and relocating fauna, and placing pipe lengths on the ground ready 

to be installed. 

The map below shows the first four construction work fronts the team will be working on.  

 

 



 

 

 Clearing  

Some areas of native vegetation will need to be cleared to enable us to lay the pipe. We have 

designed the alignment to retain native vegetation wherever possible. The conditions of our 

environmental approvals mean we can only clear certain amounts of approved vegetation and a 

fauna handler must inspect the sections first. Details of these limits and environmental conditions 

are available by visiting https://www.epa.wa.gov.au/1207-alkimos-seawater-desalination-plant. We 

will be revegetating impacted areas once the pipeline is complete, at an appropriate time of year 

such as spring. 

What to expect as a local community member 

Construction impacts: During work hours you may notice a temporary increase in noise, dust,  

vibration, light and truck movements. We will work to minimise these impacts wherever possible.  

Temporary traffic changes: Traffic management including road closures, detours, stop/slow signs 

and reduced speed limits will be required to ensure safety. We will notify impacted community 

members about these changes and ensure clear signage is displayed. 

Continued access to properties: We will ensure local community members have access to their 

properties during the work. When we need to install pipe across a driveway crossover, we will liaise 

directly with landowners and occupiers. 

Thank you for your patience and understanding while we complete this essential work. 

Contact us 

If you would like to share your thoughts or have any questions, please contact the Alkimos Pipeline 

Alliance Community Team: 

• at community@apalliance.com.au 

• on 08 9200 2303 (during office hours). 

For faults, emergencies and security issues call Water Corporation on 13 13 75 (24 hours). If you 

need a translator to help you understand this information, please call 13 14 50. 

Want to find out more? 

You will receive six monthly project updates in your letterbox as well as construction notifications if 

work is planned to be undertaken in front of your property. 

If you’d like to receive all project related notifications, including construction, clearing works, traffic 

and project updates straight to your inbox, go to the website, click on Subscriptions and sign up.  

 

  

 
 

Visit watercorporation.com.au/alkimostowanneroo 

Search ‘Alkimos Pipeline’ 

or scan the QR code. 
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