
 

  

 

Alkimos to Wanneroo  
Desalination Pipeline  
Environmental Management  

 

We are committed to minimising potential environmental impacts wherever possible. A dedicated 

environmental team will work with the wider project team to ensure we meet all our obligations. 

Environmental approvals 

This significant water infrastructure project is subject to several State and Federal environmental 

approvals.  

In 2019 we submitted an environmental impact assessment application to the Environmental 

Protection Authority. The project underwent a Public Environmental Review and was approved by 

the Minister for Environment in August 2023, under Ministerial Statement 1207. In 2019 we 

submitted a referral to the Federal Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and 

Water, the project was approved as a controlled action subject to conditions. 

We will comply with all approvals and permits and environmental protection regulations. 

Protecting the flora and fauna  

• Protected flora: Some species of trees and 

plants, such as Melaleuca sp. Wanneroo, are 

legally protected and cannot be cleared. We will 

ensure these species are not disturbed during 

the work.  

• Vegetation clearing: We have designed the 

project to minimise vegetation clearing. We will only clear pre-approved allocations of 

vegetation in pre-approved areas. All clearing is tracked and reported to the state and federal 

environmental regulator to ensure we adhere to requirements. 

• Fauna relocation: A licenced fauna handler will safely relocate fauna within the project area 

before we clear any vegetation. We will install ramps in open trenches to ensure fauna doesn’t 

get trapped. We will regularly inspect trenches including immediately before backfilling them. 

• Protected fauna: Two protected species of Black Cockatoo (Carnaby’s and Forest Red Tail) 

are known to exist in the project area. We will prioritise conserving their habitats, feeding and 

nesting areas. 

• Construction methodologies: Where required, we will consider constructing sections of the 

pipeline using alternative construction methodologies that don’t require clearing. For example, 

we will use shoring boxes to trench to retain mature trees, so we can dig a narrower trench. 

• Retaining topsoil: When excavating, we’ll keep the topsoil we remove in a separate pile. This 

soil will be used following backfill of the trench to support revegetation.  

• Revegetation: Cleared areas will be revegetated in cooler months once works are complete.  



 

  

 
Minimising construction impacts  

Our work will create dust, noise and vibration at times. To help minimise these impacts, we will: 

• have environmental monitors in place to check dust, noise and vibration levels 

• limit more impactful activities to daytime hours 

• use low vibration equipment and install sound barriers where necessary  

• use dust suppression 

Additional environmental considerations 

Our environmental commitment goes beyond approval conditions and environmental regulations. 

• Greenhouse gas emissions: We are committed to tracking and reporting greenhouse gas 

emissions. We will monitor these emissions and implement strategies to reduce them 

throughout the project lifecycle. 

• Aboriginal heritage monitoring: We will engage Whadjuk Heritage Monitors to observe all 

ground disturbing work. We will stop work immediately if any potential cultural, archaeological 

finds are observed.  

• Groundwater extraction: We have a licence to extract groundwater for use on the project. 

The amount extracted will not impact the environment, residents or businesses.  

Contact us 

If you have any questions or concerns about this work, contact the Community Manager at 

community@apalliance.com.au or on 08 9200 2303 (during office hours). 

For faults, emergencies and security issues call 13 13 75 (24 hours). If you need a translator to 

help you understand this information call 13 14 50. 

Want to find out more? 

Visit the project webpage for more information or to sign up to receive project email updates and 

click on the Subscriptions button to register your details. 

 

 
Visit watercorporation.com.au/alkimostowanneroo 
search ‘Alkimos Pipeline’  
or scan the QR code. 

 Water cart spraying construction site for dust suppression  
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