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Waterwise Greening Scheme 

Guidelines  

Purpose  

This guide gives an overview of the Waterwise Greening Scheme application and reporting process and 

outlines the eligibility requirements for co-funding available to Waterwise Councils.  

About the Waterwise Greening Scheme  

The Waterwise Greening Scheme provides the opportunity for Waterwise Councils to receive co-funding 

each financial year to support waterwise greening initiatives. The Scheme is delivered in partnership with 

Water Corporation, Department of Water and Environmental Regulation and Councils to work together 

towards delivering Water Sensitive Cities which provide healthy natural environments and support a 

range of cultural, social, ecological and economic benefits. Councils are encouraged to involve their 

communities in greening initiatives to spread greening and waterwise messages.   

Greening with waterwise plants can help with: 

• Improving local water quality 

• Improving community health and well being 

• Increasing biodiversity 

• Improving local amenity 

• Cooling local communities 

Funding  

Co-funding is awarded to eligible Endorsed Waterwise Councils to help support their waterwise greening 

initiatives. The Platinum Waterwise Council of the Year is awarded increased co-funding in recognition of 

their waterwise leadership and impact. Water Corporation communicates the amount of available funding 

each year which is then detailed on the website along with the Expression of Interest form.   

The Waterwise Greening Scheme provides co-funding to Waterwise Councils for initiatives completed 

between 1 May 2026 and 31 May 2027. Applications for initiatives with completion dates extending 

beyond 31 May 2027 may still be submitted and will be reviewed on a case-by-case basis. 
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Waterwise Greening Scheme co-funding process  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please refer to the Terms and Conditions for further clarification on requirements. 

Eligibility 

Endorsed Waterwise Councils with approved Waterwise Policy/Guidelines are eligible for funding. Before 

submitting an Expression of Interest, please check: 

Waterwise Greening Scheme 
Expressions of Interest OPEN.

LGA submits Expression of 
Interest online. 

Water Corporation will 
confirm EOI via email within 

15 working days.

LGA recieves documents to 
sign and, report templates. 

LGA returns signed 
documents (T&C's).

LGA progresses with the 
planning and delivery of 

greening initiative/s

From 1 May 2026 to 31 May 
2027.

Greening initiative/s 
completed. 

LGA submits completed 
report & documents. 

Water Corporation reviews 
report and provides 

outcome.

If approved, WC will confirm 
amount granted and ask for 

an invoice (minus GST). 

If declined, WC will justify 
what is required to obtain 

approval.

LGA will forward invoice for 
the approved amount within 

14 days. 

Water Corporation makes 
payment on approved 

invoice within 28 business 
days of its receipt.
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• You are Endorsed as a Waterwise Council.  

• Your LGA promotes a Waterwise verge policy or similar, that is consistent with our Waterwise 

verge best practice guidelines. 

• Adhere to the terms and conditions for each initiative.  

If there are any matters that may impact your ability to meet the eligibility criteria, please contact us.  

Waterwise Verge Best Practise Guidelines 

As an Endorsed Waterwise Council you must have a Waterwise Verge Policy or Guideline that is 

consistent with our best practise guidelines. The aim of these guidelines is to provide recommendations 

to ensure best practice waterwise verge gardens are installed and maintained across Western Australia.  

To ensure your policy/guidelines are eligible please check that these key aspects are detailed within your 

document and include:  

• approvals and controls  

• design considerations  

• preliminary works and soil preparation  

• plant selection  

• mulch  

• irrigation and watering  

• maintenance 

If you need assistance developing, amending, or updating your policy/guidelines please contact Water 

Efficiency Partnerships for support and approval. 

Reporting 

The Greening Scheme is acquitted via the submission of a short report with supporting information 

including financial receipts, photos and promotional materials. The information required for each initiative 

is outlined below.   

Waterwise verge subsidies – a waterwise verge subsidy program or similar, offered to residents with: 

• Date of installation/s 

• Number of verges transformed  

• Number of plants  

• Average cost per verge subsidy  

• Before and after photos of transformed verges and addresses (if possible, supply high resolution 
photos of 1200x900px or higher of best practice verge transformations) 

• Proof of verge funding such as invoices, mulch deliveries, plant invoices from nurseries etc 

• Any educational material or support that was provided (brochures, host of workshop etc) 

Waterwise garden competitions – competitions from an approved waterwise category that uses 

assessment criteria approved by Water Corporation with:  

• Name and date of event 

• Competition categories and brief 

• Number of participants  

https://pw-cdn.watercorporation.com.au/-/media/WaterCorp/Documents/Help-and-advice/Waterwise-business-programs/Waterwise-council-program/Waterwise-verge-best-practice-guidelines.pdf?rev=ed78077ed0b3480b88908ce577f0e7d5&hash=44ABCCDD5D351225298F6AA961828083&_gl=1*gezrvd*_gcl_au*MTQ3MTQwNzE2MC4xNzUyMDIzMjgz*_ga*MjE0MjgxNTY3OC4xNzE3ODEzODE5Lg..*_ga_XS0K8Z5E0Y*czE3NTM0MjQ0NjAkbzQxJGcxJHQxNzUzNDI1NjA2JGo2MCRsMCRoMA..
https://pw-cdn.watercorporation.com.au/-/media/WaterCorp/Documents/Help-and-advice/Waterwise-business-programs/Waterwise-council-program/Waterwise-verge-best-practice-guidelines.pdf?rev=ed78077ed0b3480b88908ce577f0e7d5&hash=44ABCCDD5D351225298F6AA961828083&_gl=1*gezrvd*_gcl_au*MTQ3MTQwNzE2MC4xNzUyMDIzMjgz*_ga*MjE0MjgxNTY3OC4xNzE3ODEzODE5Lg..*_ga_XS0K8Z5E0Y*czE3NTM0MjQ0NjAkbzQxJGcxJHQxNzUzNDI1NjA2JGo2MCRsMCRoMA..
https://pw-cdn.watercorporation.com.au/-/media/watercorp/documents/help-and-advice/waterwise-business-programs/waterwise-council-program/waterwise-verge-best-practice-guidelines.pdf?rev=ed78077ed0b3480b88908ce577f0e7d5&hash=44ABCCDD5D351225298F6AA961828083&_gl=1*xtmw8r*_gcl_aw*R0NMLjE3NTM4NDYzMzQuRUFJYUlRb2JDaE1JLWFieXJiLUJqQU1WM0ZJUEFoMjdraTNGRUFBWUFTQUFFZ0pVTV9EX0J3RQ..*_gcl_au*MTQ3MTQwNzE2MC4xNzUyMDIzMjgz*_ga*MjE0MjgxNTY3OC4xNzE3ODEzODE5Lg..*_ga_XS0K8Z5E0Y*czE3NTQ2MTA4NzEkbzU1JGcxJHQxNzU0NjEzNzkwJGo2MCRsMCRoMA..
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• Prize details 

• Competition flyer and waterwise category criteria 

• Photos of winners, gardens and relevant events such as awards nights 

 

Waterwise plant sale subsidies or giveaways – approved plants from the Water Corporation’s 

Waterwise Plant Directory provided to residents for free or at a subsidised rate with:  

• Name and date of event/giveaway 

• Number of plants sold  

• Full list of the waterwise plant species supplied to residents in a non-PDF word or excel format (if 
not already gained Water Corporation approval) 

• Invoices from nursery or supplier 

• Photos of plant sale/giveaway event 

• Any educational material or support that was provided (brochures, host of workshop etc) 

Waterwise garden and verge workshops – hosting waterwise gardening workshops with approved 

waterwise content with:  

• Name and date of event 

• Presenter details 

• Number of attendees 

• Any costs for attendance outlined 

• Workshop brief documents, flyers and presenter invoice 

• Photos of the workshop event 

• Any educational material or support that was provided (brochures, host of workshop etc) 

Demonstration waterwise gardens -  the installation of waterwise demonstration gardens that meet the 
approved criteria: 

• Location of garden and installation date 

• Type of treatment installed (plants/trees/mulch etc) 

• Amounts of plants and mulch used 

• Detailed designs, plant lists, supplier invoices, and other relevant documents 

• Before, during and after photos of the garden 

Before you submit reports, please ensure that you have included all the required information for the 

initiative you have chosen. Reports that are incomplete and/or do not adhere to the Terms and 

Conditions of the Greening Scheme may be assessed as 

ineligible.                                                                                                                                                                                         

                                                                                                                                                                           

Funding acquittal  

 To process co-funding, Water Corporation will:  

1. Confirm approval of report or, seek further information required. 

2. Confirm total amount of approved co-funding. 

https://www.watercorporation.com.au/Waterwise/Waterwise-plants
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3. Request Invoice for total amount approved. Please note that all funding is provided excluding 

GST. 

4. All funding is provided by Electronic Funds Transfer, and it is essential your organisation’s bank 

account name, BSB and account numbers are included in your invoice to complete payment. To 

avoid delays in payment, please ensure you work with your finance team to provide these details. 

5. The Greening Scheme is administered strictly within financial years. It is essential that all 

invoices are submitted prior to the second week of June each financial year to ensure your 

payment can be processed. 

Promotion and Publicity 

Promoting the Greening Scheme and your greening initiatives both highlights the impact your council is 

having in sustainable water management. It is a condition of receiving co-funding that your council 

utilises its communication channels to promote your initiatives and acknowledges the Water Corporation 

as a delivery partner. We recommend that you promote your initiatives in: 

• Newsletters 

• Websites; 

• Media statements;  

• Letters to residents; 

• Promotion and Publicity activity and  

• Other material and digital applications. 

You can acknowledge our partnership in either of the following ways: 

1. Displaying the ‘Waterwise Council’ logo with the text “The ‘insert LGA name’ is a proud 

(Gold/Platinum) Waterwise Council “  

2. Written description on Greening initiatives “This initiative is proudly co-funded by Water 

Corporation’s Waterwise Greening Scheme and forms part of our ambition for Perth (or LGA 

locality) to be a leading waterwise city (or community)”  

Please reach out to the Water Efficiency Partnership team for logos and brand guidelines. 

More Information  

Please email Water Efficiency Partnerships, WEpartnerships@watercorporation.com.au 
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Timeline  
Timeframe LGA tasks Notes 

August ☐ Expressions of Interest (EOI) 

open 

Waterwise Greening Scheme co-
funding budget for the FY 
confirmed. Waterwise Councils will 
be notified via email that 
Expressions of Interest are open 
with co-funding amount 
communicated.  

August – December  ☐EOI’s submitted 

☐ Terms and Conditions with Letter 

signed and sent back to Water 
Corporation  

 

End December  ☐ EOI’s close Waterwise Councils will be notified 
via email that Expressions of 
Interest are closed 

January – May  ☐ Greening Initiatives underway or 

completed 

☐ Reports sent to Water 

Corporation with required 
documents  

☐ Approvals communicated to LGA 

with request for invoice  

☐ Invoice sent to Water Corporation 

for payment 

Reports are accepted prior to 
reporting due date – please send 
these in if greening initiatives are 
complete. 

End of May  ☐ Reports due  

☐ Reports sent to Water 

Corporation with required 
documents 

Waterwise Councils will be notified 
via email that Reporting year has 
ended. 

31 May – 30 June ☐ Reports assessed by Water 

Corporation 

☐ Approvals communicated with 

request for invoice  

☐ Final Invoice sent to Water 

Corporation for payment 

☐ Payments processed if approved  

 

July ☐ Payments will be received     

 

 
  


