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1. Introduction 

1.1. Project Summary 

The Esperance Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP), known as WWTP No1. project include desludging the 
wastewater ponds and construction of a new oxidation ditch at the site.  

A 0.07 ha area of native vegetation is required to be cleared for installation of a firebreak on the northern 
portion of the DAF (see Appendix B – Figure 1). 
 

1.2. Purpose of the Clearing Permit 

The purpose of this document is to assess the environmental impact of proposed clearing activities, 
associated with CS01051 Esperance WWTP. 

The environmental assessment is limited to CS01051 Esperance WWTP project activities that result in the 
clearing of native vegetation.  

The proposed clearing is consistent with the conditions of Water Corporation’s CPS185/10 Statewide Purpose 
Permit for new and the maintenance of water services infrastructure projects. 

Assessment is against the ten clearing principles as set out in Schedule 5 of the Environmental Protection Act 
1986 and in accordance with ‘A Guide to the Assessment of Applications to Clear Native Vegetation under 
Part V Division 2 of the Environmental Protection Act 1986’ (DER, 2014).  

The assessment was undertaken with consideration of Water Corporation’s Environment Policy (Appendix A).  

2. Mitigation Hierarchy  
Under Condition 4 of CPS185/10 Water Corporation must avoid, minimise and reduce environmental impacts 
and the extent of clearing for the provision of all water services. 

2.1. Project Alternatives 

Based on the predicted sludge volume, the current desludging area for the project at Esperance requires a 
larger hardstand. Given this, there are no current viable alternatives for the project. 

2.2. Mitigative Actions 
The development area footprint (DAF) has been designed to ensure the extent of clearing required is 
minimised as far as practicable.   

3. Environmental Approvals  
Prior to the commencement of the assessment of the proposed clearing against Water Corporation’s State-Wide 
Clearing Permit for new projects (CPS185/10), an initial scoping of the project was undertaken to determine 
whether: 

• other approvals and/ or referrals are required (state or federal); and/ or 
 

• the proposed clearing is exempt under the EP Act or the Environmental Protection (Clearing of Native 
Vegetation) Regulations 2004. 

3.1. Exemptions under Part V of the EP Act 
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Exemptions under Part V of the EP Act, described in the EPA Act or Environmental Protection (Clearing of 
Native Vegetation) Regulations 2004 were considered for the proposed clearing. No exemptions were 
considered suitable for the proposed works. 

3.1. Other approvals 

3.1.1. Rights in Water and Irrigation Act 1914 (RIWI Act) 

The project area is located within the Esperance Groundwater Area proclaimed under the RIWI Act. Given no 
dewatering will be required, no permit and/or licence under the RIWI Act is required.  

3.1.2. Part IV of the EP Act 

The proposed clearing is not considered to have a significant impact on the environment and therefore a referral 
under part IV of the EP Act is not required. 

3.1.3. Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) 

The required works will not impact any matters of national environmental significance (MNES) negating the need 
for a federal referral under the EPBC Act 1999. 

3.2. Clearing of Native Vegetation under Part V of the EP Act 

The following condition (Condition 1) of CPS185-10 defines the types of clearing that can be authorised under 
that permit: 
“1. Type of clearing authorised 

(a) In accordance with this Permit, the Permit Holder may clear native vegetation for project activities, which 
means any one or more of the following:  

(i) new water services infrastructure, including drains, pipelines, pump stations, and valve pits;  
(ii) new infrastructure such as buildings, fences, gates, posts, boards, scaffolding, hurdles, power 

infrastructure, monitoring infrastructure, other erections and structures to support the construction 
or operation of water services infrastructure;  

(iii) new temporary works;  
(iv) new camps;  
(v) in order to maintain the efficacy of the following new and existing water services infrastructure, to 

the following extents: 
a. for a building or structure – 20m from the building or structure; 
b. for a drain or fence line – 5m from the drain or fence line;  
c. for a vehicle track used to access new and existing water services infrastructure – 5m track 

width; 
(vi) project surveys, including surveying and geotechnical studies;  
(vii) pre-construction activities; and  
(viii) native vegetation clearing for the purposes of upgrading any of the above activities where such 

activities are not exempt from requiring a clearing permit. 
(b) This Permit authorises the Permit Holder to clear native vegetation for project activities to the extent that 

the Permit Holder has the power to clear native vegetation for those project activities under the Water 
Corporation Act 1995 or any other written law.” 

Native vegetation is required to be cleared for the installation of a firebreak on the northern portion of the 
Esperance WWTP of the upgrade, therefore It has been determined that the proposed clearing can be assessed 
under Water Corporation’s State-wide Clearing Permit CPS185/10 under Part V of the Environmental Protection 
Act 1986 (EP Act). 
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There are no surface water features, including watercourses or wetlands, within or nearby the clearing area. 
The nearest surface water feature is the Lake Warden wetland approximately 2.7 km north west of the proposed 
clearing area separated by fragmented bushland, urban residential and industrial areas. (DoW, 2012). 

4.9. Heritage 

4.9.1. European Heritage 

There are no State, National or World heritage places within or nearby the clearing area. 

4.9.2. Aboriginal Cultural Heritage 

 No 
Aboriginal Cultural Heritage sites are mapped across the proposed clearing area.  

4.10. Land Tenure  
The proposed clearing area is located across Lot 500 on Plan 407029 managed by Water Corporation
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6. Environmental Management 

6.1. Dieback and Other Pathogens/Pests Management  

When undertaking clearing, or any other activity (such as revegetation) associated with this project, in any part of a 
region that has an average annual rainfall of greater than 400 mm and is south of the 26th parallel if latitude, the 
following steps to minimise the risk of introduction and spread of dieback and other pathogens will be undertaken 
as a minimum: 

• Clean earth-moving machinery of soil and vegetation prior to entering and leaving the area to be cleaned; 

• Avoid the movement of soil in wet conditions; 

• If movement of soils in wet conditions is necessary, the Responsible Officer must prepare, implement and 
adhere to a dieback management plan developed in consultation with DWER for minimising the spread of 
dieback; and 

• Ensure that no dieback-affected road building materials, mulches or fill are brought into an area than is not 
affected by dieback. 

6.2. Weed Management 

When undertaking clearing, or any other activity (such as Revegetation) associated with this project the following 
steps to minimise the risk of introduction and spread of weeds will be undertaken as a minimum: 

• clean earth-moving machinery of soil and vegetation prior to entering and leaving the area to be cleared; 

• ensure that no weed-affected road building materials, mulch, fill or other material is brought into the area to be 
cleared; and 

• restrict the movement of machines and other vehicles to the limits of the areas to be cleared. 

7. Revegetation and Rehabilitation 
Revegetation is not proposed as all areas proposed to be cleared will be required to keep clear for maintenance, 
ongoing access and operational use. 

8. Environmental Offsets 
In accordance with condition 10 of CPS185/10, if part or all of the clearing associated with a project activity is at 
variance with one or more of the clearing principles (a), (b), (c), (d), (e), (f) or (h), the Permit Holder must provide an 
offset proposal. 

Given the proposed clearing is considered unlikely to be at variance with any of the ten clearing principles, no offset 
is required for the proposed works. 

9. Stakeholder Submissions  
In accordance with condition 6 of CPS185/10, submissions are required to be sought where the outcome of an 
Environmental Assessment Report indicates that the clearing is at variance or may be at variance with one or more 
of the clearing principles, except where the variance relates to condition 5(f). 
Given the proposed clearing is considered unlikely to be at variance with any of the ten clearing principles, no 
stakeholder engagement is required for the proposed works. 
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Figure 1: Development Area Footprint and Proposed Clearing (Nexus: 193981221) 
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Figure 2: Vegetation Communities and Threatened & Priority Flora within the vicinity Development Area 
Footprint (Nexus: 193982149) 
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Figure 3: Threatened & Priority Fauna within the vicinity Development Area Footprint (Nexus: 193981222) 
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Figure 4: Vegetation Types and Condition mapped within the Development Area Footprint (Nexus: 
193978903) 
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