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1. Introduction

1.1.Project Summary

The Esperance Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP), known as WWTP No1. project include desludging the
wastewater ponds and construction of a new oxidation ditch at the site.

A 0.07 ha area of native vegetation is required to be cleared for installation of a firebreak on the northern
portion of the DAF (see Appendix B — Figure 1).

1.2. Purpose of the Clearing Permit

The purpose of this document is to assess the environmental impact of proposed clearing activities,
associated with CS01051 Esperance WWTP.

The environmental assessment is limited to CS01051 Esperance WWTP project activities that result in the
clearing of native vegetation.

The proposed clearing is consistent with the conditions of Water Corporation’s CPS185/10 Statewide Purpose
Permit for new and the maintenance of water services infrastructure projects.

Assessment is against the ten clearing principles as set out in Schedule 5 of the Environmental Protection Act
1986 and in accordance with ‘A Guide to the Assessment of Applications to Clear Native Vegetation under
Part V Division 2 of the Environmental Protection Act 1986’ (DER, 2014).

The assessment was undertaken with consideration of Water Corporation’s Environment Policy (Appendix A).

2. Mitigation Hierarchy

Under Condition 4 of CPS185/10 Water Corporation must avoid, minimise and reduce environmental impacts
and the extent of clearing for the provision of all water services.

2.1.Project Alternatives

Based on the predicted sludge volume, the current desludging area for the project at Esperance requires a
larger hardstand. Given this, there are no current viable alternatives for the project.

2.2.Mitigative Actions

The development area footprint (DAF) has been designed to ensure the extent of clearing required is
minimised as far as practicable.

3. Environmental Approvals

Prior to the commencement of the assessment of the proposed clearing against Water Corporation’s State-Wide
Clearing Permit for new projects (CPS185/10), an initial scoping of the project was undertaken to determine
whether:

e other approvals and/ or referrals are required (state or federal); and/ or

e the proposed clearing is exempt under the EP Act or the Environmental Protection (Clearing of Native
Vegetation) Regulations 2004.

3.1. Exemptions under Part V of the EP Act
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Exemptions under Part V of the EP Act, described in the EPA Act or Environmental Protection (Clearing of
Native Vegetation) Regulations 2004 were considered for the proposed clearing. No exemptions were
considered suitable for the proposed works.

3.1. Other approvals

3.1.1. Rights in Water and Irrigation Act 1914 (RIWI Act)

The project area is located within the Esperance Groundwater Area proclaimed under the RIWI Act. Given no
dewatering will be required, no permit and/or licence under the RIWI Act is required.

3.1.2. Part IV of the EP Act

The proposed clearing is not considered to have a significant impact on the environment and therefore a referral
under part IV of the EP Act is not required.

3.1.3. Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act)

The required works will not impact any matters of national environmental significance (MNES) negating the need
for a federal referral under the EPBC Act 1999.

3.2. Clearing of Native Vegetation under Part V of the EP Act

The following condition (Condition 1) of CPS185-10 defines the types of clearing that can be authorised under
that permit:

“1. Type of clearing authorised

(a) Inaccordance with this Permit, the Permit Holder may clear native vegetation for project activities, which
means any one or more of the following:

(i) new water services infrastructure, including drains, pipelines, pump stations, and valve pits;

(i)  new infrastructure such as buildings, fences, gates, posts, boards, scaffolding, hurdles, power
infrastructure, monitoring infrastructure, other erections and structures to support the construction
or operation of water services infrastructure;

(i)  new temporary works;

(iv) new camps;

(v) in order to maintain the efficacy of the following new and existing water services infrastructure, to
the following extents:

a. for a building or structure — 20m from the building or structure;

b. for a drain or fence line — 5m from the drain or fence line;

c. for a vehicle track used to access new and existing water services infrastructure — 5m track
width;

(vi) project surveys, including surveying and geotechnical studies;

(vii) pre-construction activities; and

(viii) native vegetation clearing for the purposes of upgrading any of the above activities where such
activities are not exempt from requiring a clearing permit.

(b) This Permit authorises the Permit Holder to clear native vegetation for project activities to the extent that
the Permit Holder has the power to clear native vegetation for those project activities under the Water
Corporation Act 1995 or any other written law.”

Native vegetation is required to be cleared for the installation of a firebreak on the northern portion of the
Esperance WWTP of the upgrade, therefore It has been determined that the proposed clearing can be assessed
under Water Corporation’s State-wide Clearing Permit CPS185/10 under Part V of the Environmental Protection
Act 1986 (EP Act).
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4. Receiving Environment

4.1.Bioregion

The project area is located within the Esperance Interim Biogeographic Regionalisation for Australia (IBRA)
region within the Recherche IBRA subregion.

4.2.Climate

The application area is located on the Esperance bioregion, characterised as a low lying coastal plain. The
Esperance region has a Mediterranean climate which is characterised by mild dry, warm summers and moderate
seasonality. The recorded average annual rainfall of 618 mm.

4.3. Topography
The landscape across the project area is sandy and gently undulating with an elevation of 20 m above sea level.

4.4.Geology and Soils

The clearing area is located within the Esperance Sandplain Zone described as level to gently undulating plain
dissected by a number of short rivers flowing south. Formed on Eocene marine sediments overlying Proterozoic
granitic and metamorphic rocks. Soils are grey fine sandy duplex soils and fine sands.

The clearing area is located within the following soil subsystem of the Tooregullup System comprising of brown
yellow and pale sands that may be shallow to very deep with clay or duricrust underlying:

e Tooregullup 5 Subsystem: Level plain with moderately inclined dune ridges and associated swales with
occasional swamps. Calcareous deep sands associated pale deep sands and minor calcareous shallow
sands

4.4.1. Acid Sulfate Soils
The clearing area is not mapped as having any risk of acid sulfate soils (ASS) occurring (DWER, 2024).
4.4.2. Contaminated Sites

Several public registered contaminated sites occur within 1 km of the clearing area (DWER, 2024).

4.5.Flora and Vegetation

4.5.1. Surveys and Investigations

The following field assessments have been undertaken within a wider area including the proposed clearing area:

e Detailed Flora and Vegetation Survey, conducted by Onshore Environmental (2022) (Appendix C, Nexus
ID: 134497072).

Onshore Environmental (2022) sampled a total of 13 quadrats across a 94.3 hectare (ha) survey area. A total
number of 69 plant taxa (including varieties and subspecies) from 35 families and 60 genera were recorded from
the study area.

4.5.2. Broad Vegetation Associations

The high-level vegetation association in this area has been mapped by Beard (1990) as the Fanny Cover_42
Association, described as: Wattle, teatree & other species Acacia spp. Melaleuca spp. The status of the
remaining pre-European vegetation is shown in the table below.

Table 1: Pre-European Vegetation Extent
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Pre-European | Current Extent Extent remaining in all DBCA
extent (ha) extent (ha) remaining (%) | managed lands (proportion of pre-
European extent) %

Extent of All Native Vegetation Remaining in the Esperance Plains IBRA Region

Esperance 830,251.73  817,284.45 2863 28.76
Plains

Beard vegetation association(s) in IBRA Bioregion

Fanny Cove_42 135419.99  128,052.58 94.56 54.16

4.5.3. Vegetation Type and condition

Native vegetation within the survey area was described and mapped as four vegetation types (Onshore
Environmental, 2022).

Within the proposed clearing area, one vegetation type was recorded, Sand Dunes SgAc TrAco Lg, described
as: Thicket of Spyridium globulosum and Acacia cyclops over Open Low Scrub of Templetonia retusa and
Acacia cochlearis (Melaleuca pentagona, Spyridium globulosum, Leucopogon parviflorus) over Very Open Tall
Sedges of Lepidosperma gladiatum over Open Dwarf Scrub of Tetragonia implexicoma and *Pelagonium
capitatum over Open Tall Grass of *Ehrharta calycina, *Lagurus ovatus and *Bromus diandrus (*Ehrharta
longiflora, *Avena barbata) on white/grey sand on sand dunes

Vegetation condition ranged from very good to completely degraded on dunes situated adjacent to the WWTP1.
Within the proposed clearing area the vegetation condition was described as degraded.

4.5.4. Threatened and Priority Ecological Communities

The desktop assessment identified five mapped Threatened (TEC) and Priority (PEC) Ecological Communities
within 10 kilometres of the Project clearing area (Figure 2):

e Proteaceae dominated kwongkan shrublands of the southeast coastal floristic province of Western
Australia (Proteaceae Dominated Kwongkan Shrubland) (Listed as P3 by DBCA and Endangered under
the EPBC Act).

e Subtropical and Temperate Coastal Saltmarsh (Coastal Saltmarsh) (Listed as P3 by DBCA and
Vulnerable under the EPBC Act)

The proposed clearing area intersects a mapped occurrence of the Proteaceae Dominated Kwongkan
Shrubland PEC/TEC.

The flora and vegetation survey identified the vegetation within the DAF is not considered representative of any
listed TECs or PECs (Onshore Environmental, 2022).

4.5.5. Conservation Significant Flora

A total of 18 conservation significant flora species have been previously recorded within 10km of the clearing
area, none of which occur within the DAF. No Threatened flora listed under the BC Act were identified within
10km of the DAF (DBCA, 2024). The closest flora record is the Priority 2 species Leucopogon corymbiformis,
approximately 906 m west of the DAF (Figure 2).

Onshore Environmental (2022) determined that one Priority flora taxon was considered likely to occur within
the survey area, and a further four taxa may occur within the survey area (Table 2).

Table 2. Flora considered Likely and/or Possible to occur within the proposed clearing area.

Taxon BC Likelihood (Onshore
Act/DBCA Environmental, 2022)

Banksia prolata subsp. White/grey sand over limestone. Thicket Likely
calcicola and heath coastal vegetation close to

Esperance townsite.
Cyathostemon sp. P1 Possible
Esperance (A. Fairall Sandy gravel
2431)
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Eucalyptus x missilis P4 Sand over limestone or granite. Coastal Possible
sites.

Leucopogon corymbiformis P2 Deep white/grey sand, Banksia heath. Possible

Pityrodia chrysocalyx P3 Sandy soils Possible

None of the plant taxa recorded during the Flora and Vegetation survey are listed as Threatened Flora under
the EPBC Act, the BC Act, or are currently listed as Priority flora by the DBCA (Onshore Environmental, 2022).

4.5.6. Introduced Flora

Onshore Environmental (2022) recorded a total of 35 introduced species were recorded from the survey area,
of which one taxon was listed as a Declared Plant under the Biosecurity and Agriculture Management Act 2007
(BAM Act); *Asparagus asparagoides (Bridal Creeper).

4.6.Fauna

4.6.1. Conservation Significant Fauna

A search of the Western Australian DBCA databases (DBCA-037, using a 10 km buffer) identified 44
conservation significant fauna species from within the search radius, none of which had been previously
recorded within the DAF (Figure 3).

The closest recorded is of the Caspian tern (Hydroprogne caspia, Ml), approximately 733 m north east of the
proposed clearing area. The most frequently recorded species include the following:

e Hooded plover (Thinornis cucullatus, P4),
o Red-necked stint (Calidris ruficollis, M),

e Carnaby’s cockatoo (Zanda latirostris, EN),
e blue-billed duck (Oxyura australis, P4)

Most of the fauna recorded in the local area (10 km of the DAF) are associated with marine habitats and/or
inland wetlands and lakes. Taking this into account, it is considered that one conservation significant fauna may
utilise the vegetation within the DAF. The Hooded plover (Thinornis cucullatus, P4) inhabits broad, sandy
beaches backed by sand dunes, usually associated with abundant seaweed.

Given the small extent of clearing (0.07 ha), the vegetation proposed to be cleared is not considered to provide
significant habitat for this species.

4.7.Environmentally Sensitive Areas

The proposed clearing area is located within an Environmentally Sensitive Area (ESA) associated with the
Proteaceae Dominated Kwongkan Shrubland PEC/TEC.

4.8.Conservation Areas

No conservation areas occur within the proposed clearing area. The nearest conservation area is a DBCA
managed Lake Warden Nature Reserve and RAMSAR listed wetland, approximately 2.7 km north west of the
proposed clearing area.

4.8.1. Groundwater

The clearing area is located within a proclaimed groundwater area under the Rights in Water and Irrigation Act
1914 (RIWI Act) (DWER, 2021).

The site is not located within a Public Drinking Water Supply protection area (PDWSA).
4.8.2. Surface Water

The clearing area is not located within a proclaimed surface water area under the RIWI Act (DWER, 2021).
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There are no surface water features, including watercourses or wetlands, within or nearby the clearing area.
The nearest surface water feature is the Lake Warden wetland approximately 2.7 km north west of the proposed
clearing area separated by fragmented bushland, urban residential and industrial areas. (DoW, 2012).

4.9.Heritage
4.9.1. European Heritage
There are no State, National or World heritage places within or nearby the clearing area.

4.9.2. Aboriginal Cultural Heritage

No
Aboriginal Cultural Heritage sites are mapped across the proposed clearing area.

4.10. Land Tenure

The proposed clearing area is located across Lot 500 on Plan 407029 managed by Water Corporation
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5. Assessment against the 10 Clearing Principles

Following the desktop assessment and field investigations, the proposed native vegetation clearing was assessed against the 10 Clearing Principles under
Schedule 5 of the Environmental Protection Act 1986 and in accordance with ‘A Guide to the Assessment of Applications to Clear of Native Vegetation’
(DER, 2014).

Table 1 - Assessment of the Proposed Clearing against the 10 Clearing Principles

Background Conclusion

Principle (a) — Native vegetation should not be cleared if it comprises a high-level of biological diversity

A flora and vegetation survey conducted for the Project described the proposed clearing area as Sand Dunes SgAc TrAco  The proposal is unlikely to be at
Lg: Thicket of Spyridium globulosum and Acacia cyclops over Open Low Scrub of Templetonia retusa and Acacia variance with this clearing
cochlearis (Melaleuca pentagona, Spyridium globulosum, Leucopogon parviflorus) over Very Open Tall Sedges of principle.

Lepidosperma gladiatum over Open Dwarf Scrub of Tetragonia implexicoma and *Pelagonium capitatum over Open Tall

Grass of *Ehrharta calycina, *Lagurus ovatus and *Bromus diandrus (*Ehrharta longiflora, *Avena barbata) on white/grey

sand on sand dunes. The vegetation proposed to be cleared is considered to be in degraded condition (Onshore

Environment, 2022).

None of the plant taxa recorded during the Flora and Vegetation survey are listed as Threatened Flora under the EPBC Act,
the BC Act, or are currently listed as Priority flora by the DBCA (Onshore Environmental, 2022).

The proposed clearing area intersects a mapped occurrence of the Proteaceae Dominated Kwongkan Shrubland PEC/TEC,
however, the vegetation within the DAF is not considered representative of any listed TECs or PECs (Onshore Environmental,
2022).

Of the 44 conservation significant fauna species recorded within 10 km of the DAF, one fauna species may utilise the
vegetation within the DAF. The Hooded plover (Thinornis cucullatus, P4) inhabits broad, sandy beaches backed by sand
dunes, usually associated with abundant seaweed. Given the small extent of clearing (0.07 ha), the vegetation proposed to
be cleared is not considered to provide significant habitat for this species or any other fauna species.

Given the vegetation within the proposed clearing area is not considered to contain habitat for conservation significant fauna,
no conservation significant flora or ecological communities are considered likely to occur, the proposed clearing is not
considered likely to comprises a high-level of biological diversity and is therefore not considered to be at variance with this
principle.

Principle (b) - Native vegetation should not be cleared if it comprises the whole or a part of, or is necessary for the maintenance of, a significant
habitat for fauna indigenous to Western Australia
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A total of 44 fauna species have been previously recorded within 10 km of the DAF. The vegetation within the proposed The proposal is unlikely to be at
clearing area may provide suitable habitat for the Hooded plover (Thinornis cucullatus, P4) Given the small extent of clearing variance with this clearing

(0.07 ha), the vegetation proposed to be cleared is not considered to provide significant habitat for this species or any other principle.

fauna species.

The vegetation proposed to be cleared is therefore not considered to comprise vegetation necessary for the maintenance of,
a significant habitat for fauna indigenous to Western Australia and is therefore not considered to be at variance with this
principle.

Principle (c) - Native vegetation should not be cleared if it includes or is necessary for the continued existence of, rare flora.

A desktop assessment identified no Threatened flora listed under the BC Act previously recorded within 10km of the DAF The proposal is unlikely to be at
(DBCA, 2024). The closest flora record is the Priority 2 species Leucopogon corymbiformis, approximately 906 m west of the variance with this clearing

DAF (Figure 2). principle.

Onshore Environmental (2022) determined that one Priority flora taxon was considered likely to occur within the survey

area, and a further four taxa may occur within the survey area (Table 2). None of the plant taxa recorded during the Flora

and Vegetation survey are listed as Threatened Flora under the EPBC Act, the BC Act, or are currently listed as Priority
flora by the DBCA (Onshore Environmental, 2022).

The vegetation within the proposed clearing area is therefore not considered to includes or is necessary for the continued
existence of, rare flora.

Principle (d) - Native vegetation should not be cleared if it comprises the whole or a part of, or is necessary for the maintenance of a Threatened
Ecological Community.

The desktop assessment identified five mapped Threatened (TEC) and Priority (PEC) Ecological Communities within 10 The proposal is unlikely to be at
kilometres of the Project clearing area (Figure 2), one of which, the Proteaceae Dominated Kwongkan Shrubland PEC/TEC, variance with this clearing
is mapped across the proposed clearing area. principle.

The flora and vegetation survey identified the vegetation within the DAF is not considered representative of any listed TECs
or PECs (Onshore Environmental, 2022).

The vegetation within the proposed clearing area is therefore not considered to comprise the whole or a part of, or is necessary
for the maintenance of a Threatened Ecological Community.

Principle (e) - Native vegetation should not be cleared if it is significant as a remnant of native vegetation in an area that has been significantly
cleared

The proposed clearing area occurs within the Esperance Plains IBRA region, and the high-level vegetation association Th? propos.al is‘unlikely to be at
mapped by Beard (1990) is the Fanny Cover_42 Association, described as: Wattle, teatree & other species Acacia spp. va_rlaptie with this clearing
Melaleuca spp. principle.
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The remaining Pre-European extent of this association across the Esperance Plains IBRA region is 54.16 per cent. The
national objectives and targets for biodiversity conservation in Australia has a target to prevent clearance of ecological
communities with an extent below 30 per cent of that present pre-1750 (i.e. pre-European settlement) (Commonwealth of
Australia, 2001). This is the threshold level below which species loss appears to accelerate exponentially at an ecosystem
level.

The mapped vegetation within the proposed clearing area is however not considered consistent or representative of the
mapped Pre-European association. Given this, the vegetation proposed to be cleared is not considered to be significant as
a remnant of native vegetation in an area that has been significantly cleared. The proposed works are not considered to be
at variance to this principle.

Principle (f) - Native vegetation should not be cleared if it is growing in, or in association with, an environment associated with a watercourse or a
wetland

Given no surface water features, including watercourses or wetlands, occur within or nearby the clearing area, the vegetation Tphe proposal is unlikely to be at
proposed to be cleared is not considered to be growing in, or in association with, an environment associated with a yariance with this clearing
watercourse or a wetland. principle.

Principle (g) Native vegetation should not be cleared if the clearing of the vegetation is likely to cause appreciable land degradation.

The proposed clearing area is located within the Tooregullup 5 Subsystem: Level plain with moderately inclined dune ridges The proposal is unlikely to be at
and associated swales with occasional swamps. Calcareous deep sands associated pale deep sands and minor calcareous variance with this clearing
shallow sands. The area is mapped by DPIRD as having a low risk of salinity (DPIRD-009) and water erosion (DPIRD-013). principle.

The area has a medium risk of wind erosion (DPIRD-016) and phosphorus export (DPIRD-010).

The final land use of the proposed clearing area will be a firebreak. Given the small extent of clearing and that no dewatering

is required, the proposed clearing is considered unlikely to cause appreciable land degradation.

Principle (h) - Native vegetation should not be cleared if the clearing of the vegetation is likely to have an impact on the environmental values of any
adjacent or nearby conservation area.

Given the nearest conservation area is located over two kilometres from the proposed clearing area and separated by urban  The proposal is unlikely to be at
development, the proposed clearing is not considered likely to have an impact on the environmental values of any adjacent ariance with this clearing
or nearby conservation areas. Given this, the proposed works are not considered to be at variance with this principle. principle.

Principle (i) Native vegetation should not be cleared if the clearing of the vegetation is likely to cause deterioration in the quality of surface or
underground water.
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Groundwater salinity is mapped as 500-1000mg/L. Given the small extent of clearing, and that clearing will not require soils The proposal is unlikely to be at
to be excavated at depth (i.e. no dewatering will be required), the proposed clearing is not considered to cause deterioration Va_riance with this clearing
in the quality of underground water. principle.

No natural surface waters occur within or within close proximity to the proposed clearing. The nearest surface water body is

located over 2 km from the clearing area and is separated by fragmented bushland, urban residential and industrial areas.

Given this the proposed clearing is not considered to cause deterioration in the quality of surface water.

Principle (j) Native vegetation should not be cleared if the clearing of the vegetation is likely to cause or exacerbate the incidence or intensity of
flooding.

The proposed clearing area is mapped as having a low Flood Risk (DPIRD-007), and does not contain natural surface water  The proposal is unlikely to be at
bodies. variance with this clearing

Due to the small extent of the proposed clearing, it is considered that the clearing is unlikely to cause any change cause or  Principle.
exacerbate the incidence or intensity of flooding.
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6. Environmental Management

6.1.Dieback and Other Pathogens/Pests Management

When undertaking clearing, or any other activity (such as revegetation) associated with this project, in any part of a
region that has an average annual rainfall of greater than 400 mm and is south of the 26th parallel if latitude, the
following steps to minimise the risk of introduction and spread of dieback and other pathogens will be undertaken
as a minimum:

e Clean earth-moving machinery of soil and vegetation prior to entering and leaving the area to be cleaned;
e Avoid the movement of soil in wet conditions;

e |f movement of soils in wet conditions is necessary, the Responsible Officer must prepare, implement and
adhere to a dieback management plan developed in consultation with DWER for minimising the spread of
dieback; and

e Ensure that no dieback-affected road building materials, mulches or fill are brought into an area than is not
affected by dieback.

6.2. Weed Management

When undertaking clearing, or any other activity (such as Revegetation) associated with this project the following
steps to minimise the risk of introduction and spread of weeds will be undertaken as a minimum:

e clean earth-moving machinery of soil and vegetation prior to entering and leaving the area to be cleared;

e ensure that no weed-affected road building materials, mulch, fill or other material is brought into the area to be
cleared; and

e restrict the movement of machines and other vehicles to the limits of the areas to be cleared.

7. Revegetation and Rehabilitation

Revegetation is not proposed as all areas proposed to be cleared will be required to keep clear for maintenance,
ongoing access and operational use.

8. Environmental Offsets

In accordance with condition 10 of CPS185/10, if part or all of the clearing associated with a project activity is at
variance with one or more of the clearing principles (a), (b), (c), (d), (e), (f) or (h), the Permit Holder must provide an
offset proposal.

Given the proposed clearing is considered unlikely to be at variance with any of the ten clearing principles, no offset
is required for the proposed works.

9. Stakeholder Submissions

In accordance with condition 6 of CPS185/10, submissions are required to be sought where the outcome of an
Environmental Assessment Report indicates that the clearing is at variance or may be at variance with one or more
of the clearing principles, except where the variance relates to condition 5(f).

Given the proposed clearing is considered unlikely to be at variance with any of the ten clearing principles, no
stakeholder engagement is required for the proposed works.
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10. Glossary

Term

Clearing

Native Vegetation

Not at variance

Not likely to be at
variance

May be at variance

At variance

Seriously at variance

16

Definition

The killing of, removal of, severing or ringbarking of trunks or stems of, or the
doing of any other substantial damage, including draining or flooding land,
burning and grazing of stock, to some or all of the native vegetation in an
area. (Clearing does not include pruning of native vegetation, to the extent
the pruning does not cause substantial damage to the native vegetation.)

Indigenous aquatic or terrestrial vegetation and includes dead vegetation
unless that dead vegetation is of a class declared by regulation to be
excluded from this definition.

It also includes native vegetation that was intentionally planted if:

a) that vegetation was sown, planted or propagated as required under
this Act or another written law; or

b) that vegetation is of a class declared by regulation to be included in
this definition; or

c) the planting was funded (wholly or partly) by a person who was not
the owner of the land AND for the purpose of biodiversity conservation or
land conservation; or

d) one of the following is in effect in relation to the vegetation —

(i) a conservation covenant or agreement to reserve under section 30B of the
Soil and Land Conservation Act 1945;

(ii) a covenant to conserve under section 21A of the National Trust of
Australia (W.A.) Act 1964;

(iii) a restrictive covenant to conserve under section 129BA of the Transfer of
Land Act 1893;

(iv) some other form of binding undertaking to establish and maintain, or
maintain, the vegetation.

where there is sufficient data to indicate certainty, for example there are no
wetlands or watercourses within the clearing area

where a reasonable basis of information exists to support assessment, either
provided by the applicant or available via other sources, but an element of
uncertainty remains, for example surveys have not indicated threatened flora
but there is a risk as suitable habitat is present within the clearing area

where there is insufficient data available to fully assess the impacts, for
example threatened flora are known to occur in the area within the same
vegetation and soil type. This level of variance often triggers further action,
such as request for surveys, imposition of permit conditions or modification of
the clearing area

where there are known impacts or significant risk of impact, for example the
Soil and Land Conservation Commissioner has advised likelihood of land
degradation through salinity, or surveys identified threatened flora in the
clearing area

where the clearing will result in an impact so significant it is likely to be
irreversible, for example clearing a threatened flora population, or clearing
which will affect the viability of a fauna population
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APPENDIX A - WATER CORPORATION’S
ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY
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Environment Policy 0000

Environmental leadership and improvement

Water Corporation provides essential water, wastewater and drainage services to our customers
across Western Australia. We take water from, and then retumn drainage water, treated wastewater
and by-products to the environment.

We are commiitted to accelerating environmental sustainability of the water cycle as our climate
changes.

We're all responsible for protecting the environment and
understanding and meeting our environmental obligations while
improving performance.

We build our knowledge and processes to proactively identify,
manage and eliminate environmental risks. We seek to prevent
pollution and enhance the environments we work in.

Governance
and
performance

We have strong governance structures supporting our
environmental objectives.

Our objectives include:

= accelerating our road to net zero; by achieving net zero for scope 1 and 2 greenhouse gas emissions
by 2035

» impacting positively the land and water we influence, including no net clearing of native vegetation

» restoring and regenerating ecosystems

» educating the community on climate change impacts and maximise waterwise outcomes through
water efficient programs to conserve resources

* using resources sustainably with increased wastewater recycling.

We'll regularly review our environmental objectives and measures to ensure they remain relevant.
We'll report internally and publicly to measure our performance.

/,:// X _1?’*2— ww i)

Pat Donovan
Chief Executive Officer, Water Corporation

This policy applies to all Water Corporation workers and includes all activities and services we provide in accordance
with our operating licence. We will provide the necessary resources, systems, training and mechanisms to improve our
environmental performance,

PCY230 Environment Policy WATER
Date: March 2023

Next review: March 2026 CORFORATION
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Figure 1: Development Area Footprint and Proposed Clearing (Nexus: 193981221)
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Figure 2: Vegetation Communities and Threatened & Priority Flora within the vicinity Development Area
Footprint (Nexus: 193982149)
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Figure 3: Threatened & Priority Fauna within the vicinity Development Area Footprint (Nexus: 193981222)
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APPENDIX C - BIOLOGICAL SURVEY REPORTS
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Onshore Environmental, 2022: 134497072
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