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1 Proposal 

1.1 Purpose and Justification 

The purpose of this document is to assess the environmental impact of proposed clearing activities 

associated with CD20642 McNeil Rd RBR 75.1 MRWA 5313 Remediate.  

The proposed clearing is consistent with the conditions of Water Corporation’s CPS185/10 

Statewide Purpose Permit for new projects and the maintenance of water services infrastructure. 

Assessment is against the ten clearing principles as set out in Schedule 5 of the Environmental 

Protection Act 1986 and in accordance with ‘A Guide to the Assessment of Applications to Clear 

Native Vegetation under Part V Division 2 of the Environmental Protection Act 1986’ (DER, 2014).  

The assessment was undertaken with consideration of Water Corporation’s Environment Policy 

(Appendix A).  

1.2 Proposal Scope 

The project is to clear trees along McNeil Road, to allow access to undertake remediate works on 

the bridge and to allow temporary bypass of traffic (including road trains) along McNeil Road whilst 

the bridge remediation works are underway.  All clearing is considered temporary clearing. 

1.3 Proposal Location 

The project is located along McNeil Road within the Shire of Waroona (Figure 1 – Appendix B). 

1.4 Clearing Details 

0.05 ha of native vegetation is proposed to be cleared for the project using CPS185/10 (Figure 1 – 

Appendix B).  The native vegetation to be cleared comprises the trees along McNeil Road only. 

1.5 Alternatives to Clearing  

The following alternatives to clearing of native vegetation were considered during the development 

of the project: 

• Without replacing the bridge, it would need to be load-restricted, which is not a viable option for 

the community.  

• The clearing is temporary and required to establish an access road to enable bridge replacement 

works. Due to the need to maintain safe and functional access for heavy vehicles, there are no 

feasible alternatives to the proposed temporary clearing. 

• Pruning is not a viable option, as the trees are located directly within the proposed alignment of 

the temporary access. The alignment has been deliberately designed to be minimise 

disturbance. Any deviation to avoid removal would require a larger footprint, resulting in the 

clearing of additional vegetation.  

• Access via the southern side of the watercourse is not feasible, as construction activities require 

movement around the existing bridge to reach the northern side. This is necessary to 

accommodate safe and efficient truck movements during the works. 
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• The works require sufficient space and geometry to safely accommodate road trains and heavy 

vehicle movements. Existing cleared areas along McNeil Road do not provide the required 

access alignment or turning capacity needed for these vehicles. 

• Parking vehicles on McNeil Road is not a suitable alternative, as the project requires continuous 

and safe movement of road trains and heavy vehicles. Roadside parking would create safety and 

operational constraints, limiting access and disrupting traffic flow. 

1.6 Mitigation Hierarchy  

In accordance with Condition 4 of CPS185/10 Water Corporation must avoid, minimise and reduce 

environmental impacts and the extent of clearing for the provision of all water services. 

Table 1 outlines the mitigation actions implemented during the design of the project to avoid, 

minimise, reduce and manage the potential impacts from the clearing of native vegetation. 

Table 1 Mitigation Actions  

Design or 
Management 
Measure 

Applied to 
Current 
Design  

Mitigation 
Hierarchy 

Action Outcome 

Proposed 
clearing area 
excludes 
watercourse 

Yes  Avoid No clearing in the 
watercourse 

Avoided 
clearing of 
riparian 
vegetation 

Proposed 
clearing area has 
been minimised 
to include trees 
required to be 
removed only. 

Yes  Minimise Located laydown in 
already cleared areas. 
 
 

Reduced 
clearing along 
McNeil Road 

Implement weed 
and hygiene 
management. 

Yes  Mitigate Weed and hygiene 
management. 

Mitigate the 
introduction of 
weeds and 
dieback 

2 Key Environmental Legislation and Polices 

2.1 Relevant Legislation and Regulations 

Development of the project will comply with the requirements of the following relevant State and 

Commonwealth legislation and regulations:  

• Water Services Act 2012 

• Water Corporations Act 1995 

• Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) 

• Environmental Protection Act 1986 (EP Act) 

• Environmental Protection (Clearing of Native Vegetation) Regulations 2004 

• Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 (BC Act) 

• Country Areas Water Supply Act 1947 
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• Planning and Development Act 2005 

• Rights in Water and Irrigation Act 1915 

• Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972 

• Native Title Act 1993 

• Conservation and Land Management Act 1984 

• Conservation and Land Management Regulations 2002 

• Contaminated Sites Act 2003 

• Biosecurity and Agriculture Management Act 2007 

2.2 Relevant Policies, Guidelines and Other Documents 

The clearing has been assessed as consistent/inconsistent with the following relevant environmental 

policies and guidelines (Table 2). 

Table 2 Relevant Policies and Guidelines 

DCCEEW Policies and Guidelines  

Significant Impact Guidelines 1.1 - Matters of National Environmental Significance (DoE, 2013) 

EPA Policies and Guidelines 

Statement of Environmental Principles, Factors, Objectives and Aims of EIA (EPA, 2023) 

DWER Guidelines  

‘A Guide to the Assessment of Applications to Clear Native Vegetation under Part V Division 2 of 
the Environmental Protection Act 1986’ (DER, 2014). 

3 Desktop Study and Environment Impact Assessment 

This section includes both a Desktop Study and an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) for the 

proposed clearing in accordance with Conditions 5 and 6 of CPS185/10. 

3.1 Topography 

The elevation across the proposed clearing area is around 25 m Australian Height Datum (AHD). 

3.2 Geology and Soils 

The proposed clearing area is located within the Pinjarra system comprising of Swan Coastal Plain 

from Perth to Capel. Poorly drained coastal plain with variable alluvial and aeolian soils. Variable 

vegetation includes jarrah, marri, wandoo, paperbark sheoaks and rudis.  The proposed clearing area 

is located in the following soils subsystem: 

• 213Pj__P1d Pinjarra P1d phase: Flat to very gently undulating plain with deep acidic mottled 

yellow duplex (or effective duplex) soils.  Shallow pale sand to sandy loam over clay; imperfect to 

poorly drained and moderately susceptible to salinity. 

Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development’s (DPIRD) broadscale salinity risk 

mapping indicates the proposed clearing area is within a soil landscape map unit with a 10-30% of 

map unit has a moderate to extreme surface salinity risk ’ (DPIRD 2023a).  
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3.2.1 Acid Sulfate Soils 

The proposed clearing area is mapped as having a moderate to low risk of acid sulfate soils (ASS) 

occurring. 

3.2.2 Contaminated Sites 

There are no public registered contaminated sites located within 1 km of the proposed clearing area. 

3.3 Flora and Vegetation 

3.3.1 Bioregion 

The proposed clearing area is located within the Swan Costal Plan region and Perth subregion of the 

Interim Biogeographic Regionalisation of Australia (IBRA). 

The Swan Coastal Plain Perth subregion (SWA02) is a low-lying coastal plain composed of colluvial 

and aeolian sands, alluvial river flats and coastal limestone rising to duricrusted Mesozoic sediments 

in the east. Outwash plains are extensive only in the south, while a complex series of seasonal 

wetlands and swamps extends from north to south. Vegetation comprises heath and/or Tuart 

woodlands on limestone, Banksia, and Jarrah- Banksia woodlands on Quaternary marine dunes of 

various ages, Marri on colluvial and alluvial soils, Casuarina obesa on out-wash plains, and paperbark 

(Melaleuca spp.) in wetland areas (Mitchell et al. 2002). 

3.3.2 Surveys and Investigations  

No field assessments have been undertaken for the project.  

3.3.3 Broad Vegetation Associations 

The high-level vegetation association in this area has been mapped by Beard (1990) as 

PINJARRA_968, described as Eucalyptus woodland and floristically described as Jarrah, marri and 

wandoo Eucalyptus marginata, Corymbia calophylla, E. wandoo. 

The vegetation complex within which the proposed clearing area lies has been mapped by Heddle 

(1980) as the Guildford Complex, described as open forest to tall open forest and woodland.  

Guildford complex is described as a mixture of open forest to tall open forest of Corymbia calophylla 

(Marri) - Eucalyptus wandoo (Wandoo) - Eucalyptus marginata (Jarrah) and woodland of Eucalyptus 

wandoo (Wandoo) (with rare occurrences of Eucalyptus lane-poolei (Salmon White Gum)). Minor 

components include Eucalyptus rudis (Flooded Gum) - Melaleuca rhaphiophylla (Swamp 

Paperbark). 

The current extent of these vegetation associations/complexes are provided in Table 3. 

Table 3: Pre-European Vegetation Extent 

 Pre-
European 
extent (ha) 

Current 
extent (ha) 

Extent 
remaining (%) 

Extent remaining in 
all DBCA managed 
lands (proportion of 
pre-European extent) 
% 

Extent of Beard vegetation association Native Vegetation Remaining in the Perth IBRA 
Region 

PINJARRA_968 
135,999.02 8,996.33 6.61 1.43 
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Mattiske & Havel (of Heddle) Vegetation Complexes 

Guildford Complex 
90513.13 4279.76 4.73 0.35 

3.3.4 Threatened and Priority Ecological Communities 

The proposed clearing area is located 45m to the west of the SCP3a Corymbia calophylla – Kingia 

australis woodlands on heavy soils (floristic community type 3a as originally described in Gibson et 

al. 1994) Threatened Ecological Community (TEC) listed as endangered under the EPBC Act and 

Critically Endangered under the BC Act (Figure 2). 

The proposed clearing area is not mapped a containing remnant native vegetation, indicating that it 

has been previously cleared. 

3.3.5 Conservation Significant Flora 

There are no known conservation significant flora within the proposed clearing area, using the online 

databases.  There are records of Grevillea bipinnatifida subsp. pagna, which is listed as a priority 1 

species by DBCA, located in the TEC. 

3.3.6 Disease, Weeds and Pathogens 

The proposed clearing area is located in a dieback suspectable area as the rainfall is greater than 

average annual rainfall of greater than 400 mm and is south of the 26th parallel latitude.  The 

proposed clearing area is not mapped as either infested, uninfested or permanent uninterpretable.  

The proposed clearing area is also not in a priority protection area or forest disease risk area. 

3.4 Fauna 

3.4.1 Conservation Significant Fauna 

There are no known conservation significant fauna within the proposed clearing area, using the 

online databases. 

3.4.2 Black Cockatoo Habitat 

The proposed clearing area is not within a Carnaby Cockatoo feed area requiring investigation, not 

located in a possible breeding area or roosting area.   

The neighbouring TEC is located in a Carnaby Cockatoo potential feed area. 

The proposed clearing area is likely to contain trees with a DBH greater than 300mm. 

3.5 Environmentally Sensitive Areas 

The proposed clearing area is wholly within an Environmentally Sensitive Area (ESA) associated with 

the TEC. 

3.6 Conservation Areas 

There are no conservation areas within or nearby the proposed clearing area.  
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3.7 Hydrology 

3.7.1 Groundwater 

The proposed clearing area is not within a public drinking water source area. 

The groundwater salinity is mapped as 500-1000 mg/L total dissolved solids (TDS). 

3.7.2 Surface Water 

The proposed clearing area is located in a watercourse (minor, non-perennial).  

The proposed clearing area is located in a geomorphic wetland of the Swan Coastal Plain, being a 

Palusplain of Multiple Use category. 

The proposed clearing area is not within a floodplain. 

3.8 Heritage 

3.8.1 European Heritage 

There are no State, National or World heritage places within or nearby the proposed clearing area.  

3.8.2 Aboriginal Cultural Heritage 

There are no places of Aboriginal Cultural Heritage within or nearby the proposed clearing area. 

3.9 Land Tenure  

The proposed clearing area is located across the following land tenure: 

• Lot 365 on parcel P100686. Crown land. 

• Road (P road). 

The proposed cleared area is zoned rural 1 – general farming under the Shire of Waroona local 

planning scheme #7.  
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4 Assessment Against the Clearing Principles 

Pursuant to Conditions 5 and 6 of CPS185/10 and Schedule 5 of the EP Act, the proposed clearing has been assessed against the clearing 

principles in accordance with ‘A Guide to the Assessment of Applications to Clear Native Vegetation’ (DER, 2014) (Table 4). 

Table 4 Assessment of the Proposed Clearing against the 10 Clearing Principles 

Background Outcome 

Principle (a) – Native vegetation should not be cleared if it comprises a high-level of biological diversity  

The proposed clearing area is not within a conservation area, not within a TEC and not within a heritage place.  
The proposed clearing area is within an ESA related to the TEC, however the proposed clearing is mapped a not 
containing native vegetation and unlikely to comprise the TEC.  The proposed clearing area comprises 0.05 ha 
of land, likely to be previously cleared, within an agricultural area, and therefore unlikely to comprises a high 
level of biological diversity. The proposed clearing area is not likely to comprises a high-level of biological 
diversity  and the project is not at variance with this clearing principle. 

Not at variance. 

Principle (b) - Native vegetation should not be cleared if it comprises the whole or a part of, or is necessary for the maintenance of, a 
significant habitat for fauna indigenous to Western Australia 

There are no known conservation significant fauna within the proposed clearing area, using the online databases 
and is not within a known or expected  Carnaby Cockatoo foraging, breeding area or roosting area.  Given the  
proposed clearing area comprises 0.05 ha of land, likely to be previously cleared, within an agricultural area, it is 
unlikely to comprise whole or a part of, or is necessary for the maintenance of, a significant habitat for fauna 
indigenous to Western Australia.  The proposed clearing area is likely to contain trees with a DBH greater than 
300mm, so a condition of clearing, the contractor is not to clear any trees that contains a hollow. 

However given the proposed clearing area has not been surveyed for fauna values, the project is not likely to be 
at variance with this clearing principle. 

Not likely to be at variance 

Principle (c) - Native vegetation should not be cleared if it includes or is necessary for the continued existence of, rare flora.  

There are no known conservation significant flora within the proposed clearing area, using the online databases.  
Given the  proposed clearing area comprises 0.05 ha of land, likely to be previously cleared, within an 
agricultural area, it is unlikely to include or is necessary for the continued existence of, rare flora.  However given 
the proposed clearing area has not been surveyed for flora values and Grevillea bipinnatifida subsp. pagna 
(priority 1) located in the neighbouring TEC, the project is not likely to be at variance with this clearing principle. 

Not likely to be at variance 
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Principle (d) - Native vegetation should not be cleared if it comprises the whole or a part of, or is necessary for the maintenance of a 
Threatened Ecological Community. 

The project is located 45m to the west of the SCP3a Corymbia calophylla – Kingia australis woodlands on heavy 
soils (floristic community type 3a as originally described in Gibson et al. 1994) Threatened Ecological 
Community listed as endangered under the EPBC Act and Critically Endangered under the BC Act.  The 
proposed clearing area is not within this TEC. 
The proposed clearing area is not within a TEC, likely to be previously cleared, within an agricultural area, and 
the native vegetation proposed to be cleared is not wholly or a part of, necessary for the maintenance of a TEC 
and the project is not at variance with this clearing principle. 

Not at variance. 

Principle (e) - Native vegetation should not be cleared if it is significant as a remnant of native vegetation in an area that has been 
significantly cleared 

The proposed clearing area is mapped within the PINJARRA_968 vegetation association, described as 
Eucalyptus woodland and floristically described as Jarrah, marri and wandoo Eucalyptus marginata, Corymbia 
calophylla, E. wandoo.  The percent of extent remaining is 6.61%. The proposed clearing area is mapped within 
the Guildford Complex, described as a mixture of open forest to tall open forest of Corymbia calophylla (Marri) - 
Eucalyptus wandoo (Wandoo) - Eucalyptus marginata (Jarrah) and woodland of Eucalyptus wandoo (Wandoo). 
The percent of extent remaining is 4.73%. The percentage remaining within IBRA region of 6.61% and 4.73% 
are less than the 10% threshold outlined in the EPA (2008) Guidance Statement 33 for remnant vegetation 
retention on the Swan Coastal Plain. 
Whilst the proposed clearing area has a percent remaining less than 10% (being in the Swan Coastal Plain), the 
proposed clearing area is not mapped as containing remnant native vegetation and the area to be cleared 
comprises 0.05 ha which is not expected to contribute to significant loss of remnant of native vegetation in an 
area that has been significantly cleared and the proposal is not at variance with this clearing principle. 

Not at variance. 

Principle (f) - Native vegetation should not be cleared if it is growing in, or in association with, an environment associated with a 
watercourse or a wetland 

The proposed clearing area is within a watercourse.  The proposed clearing area is located in a watercourse 
(minor, non-perennial) and in a geomorphic wetland of the Swan Coastal Plain, being a palusplain of Multiple 
Use category. 
The proposed clearing area is located in a watercourse and a wetland and the project is at variance with this 
clearing principle. 

At variance 

Principle (g) Native vegetation should not be cleared if the clearing of the vegetation is likely to cause appreciable land degradation. 

The proposed clearing area is not within a contaminated site or a conservation area.  The quality of groundwater 
is considered fresh.  Clearing will be undertaken in the watercourse. The proposed clearing area is mapped as a 
low to moderate risk of ASS.    

Not at variance. 
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The proposed clearing area is within a watercourse, however clearing of the vegetation is not likely to cause 
appreciable land degradation as the land is mapped as previously cleared and within an agricultural area, there 
is a low to moderate risk of ASS, and the land will be revegetated and rehabilitated at the end of site works; as 
such the native vegetation is not likely to cause appreciable land degradation (salinity, erosion, soil acidity or 
waterlogging) and the project is not at variance with this clearing principle. 

Principle (h) - Native vegetation should not be cleared if the clearing of the vegetation is likely to have an impact on the environmental 
values of any adjacent or nearby conservation area. 

The proposed clearing area is not located within or adjacent or nearby a conservation area.  The proposed 
clearing area is wholly within an ESA associated with the TEC. The project is located 45m to the west of the 
SCP3a Corymbia calophylla – Kingia australis woodlands on heavy soils (floristic community type 3a as 
originally described in Gibson et al. 1994) TEC listed as endangered under the EPBC Act and Critically 
Endangered under the BC Act, but not located within this TEC.  The proposed clearing area is located in an area 
mapped as not containing remnant native vegetation. 
The proposed clearing area is not within a conservation area or a TEC and the native vegetation is not likely to 
have an impact on the environmental values of any adjacent or nearby conservation area and the project is not 
at variance with this clearing principle. 

Not at variance. 

Principle (i) Native vegetation should not be cleared if the clearing of the vegetation is likely to cause deterioration in the quality of 
surface or underground water. 

The proposed clearing area is within a watercourse, but not within a floodplain and the groundwater quality is 
considered fresh.  No dewatering is proposed.  The proposed clearing area is not within a contaminated site or a 
conservation area.  The proposed clearing area is mapped as a low to moderate risk of ASS, however given 
0.05 ha is proposed to be cleared and clearing is along the road reserve and in land zoned a rural (general 
farming).  Sediment control measures, such as a bunding and a silt curtain will be used to manage erosion and 
sedimentation from the by-pass over the watercourse and the watercourse will be revegetated and rehabilitated, 
as such the clearing of native vegetation is not likely to cause deterioration in the quality of surface or 
underground water and the project is not at variance with this clearing principle. 

Not at variance. 

Principle (j) Native vegetation should not be cleared if the clearing of the vegetation is likely to cause or exacerbate the incidence or 
intensity of flooding. 

The proposed clearing area is within a watercourse but not within a floodplain.  The proposed clearing area is 
within a wetland, however due to no dewatering proposed, 0.05 ha proposed to be cleared, the watercourse 
being a minor, non perennial watercourse, the native vegetation is not likely to cause or exacerbate the 
incidence or intensity of flooding  and the project is not at variance with this clearing principle. 

Not at variance. 
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4.1 Summary of Assessment 

At variance: 

• Principle (f) - Native vegetation should not be cleared if it is growing in, or in association with, an 

environment associated with a watercourse or a wetland  

Not likely to be at variance 

• Principle (b) - Native vegetation should not be cleared if it comprises the whole or a part of, or is 

necessary for the maintenance of, a significant habitat for fauna indigenous to Western Australia 

• Principle (c) - Native vegetation should not be cleared if it includes or is necessary for the continued 

existence of, rare flora.  

All other clearing principles were not at variance: 

5 Matters of National Environmental Significance 

Under Condition 2(a)(iv), clearing is not authorised under the CPS185/10 if the clearing is determined to 

be a Controlled Acton under the EPBC Act as it may have a significant impact on Matters of National 

Environmental Significance (MNES).  The proposed clearing is not within a TEC, not  expected to contain 

habitat for Carnaby’s Cockatoo (no trees with a hollow will be cleared) and no threatened flora species are 

likely.  Given the small area of the proposed clearing, no significant impact on MNES are expected.   

6 Stakeholder Submissions  

Pursuant to Condition 7 of CPS185/10, stakeholder submissions are not required.  The clearing is not at 

variance or may be at variance with one or more of the clearing principles (with the exception where 

proposed clearing is less than 0.5 hectares in size and at variance with clearing principle (f)). 

7 Environmental Management  

Where the outcome of this EIA indicates that the clearing is at variance or may be at variance with one 

or more of the clearing principles, except where proposed clearing is less than 0.5 hectares in size and 

the clearing principle (f), the Environmental Assessment Report must include an EMP.  Given that 

proposed clearing is less than 0.5 ha and all other principles are not at variance, no EMP is required. 

A clearing permit form will be issued to the Water Corporation accountable person and contractor and 

this permit will include the following environmental management conditions: 

Sediment and Erosion 

• Sediment and erosion control measures such as a bunding and a silt curtain are required to manage 

erosion, sedimentation and water quality impacts from the by-pass road over the watercourse. 

Fauna 

• Trees with a diameter at breast height (DBH) of greater than 300mm AND containing a hollow are not 

authorised to be cleared.   

Weed and Hygiene Management 
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• Clean earth-moving machinery of soil and vegetation prior to entering and leaving the area to be 

cleared 

• Ensure that no weed-affected road building materials, mulch, fill or other material is brought into the 

area to be cleared; and 

• Restrict the movement of machines and other vehicles to the limits of the areas to be cleared. 

The area adjacent to the proposed clearing area is within an agricultural area and it is unlikely that 

weeds growing in the cleared area will spread to and result in environmental harm to the TEC.  As such 

weed management will not include removal/spraying of these weeds.   

Dieback Management 

• Clean earth-moving machinery of soil and vegetation prior to entering and leaving the area to be 

cleaned; 

• Avoid the movement of soil in conditions other than dry. 

• Restrict the movement of machines and other vehicles to the limits of the areas to be cleared. 

• Ensure that no dieback-affected road building materials, mulches or fill are brought into an area than 

is not affected by dieback. 

Revegetation and Rehabilitation 

• Revegetation and rehabilitation of the proposed clearing area to be undertaken in accordance with 

the requirements of CPS 185/10. 

• Revegetation and rehabilitation of the watercourse to return the watercourse to its natural state, 

including reinstatement of the bed and banks and return of the natural waterflow within the 

watercourse. 

• Revegetation and rehabilitation to be undertaken within 24 months from when the area is no longer 

required for the project. 

8 Revegetation and Rehabilitation 

Revegetation and rehabilitation are required as all clearing is temporary. 

Revegetation and rehabilitation will be undertaken within 24 months from when the area is no longer 

required for the project. 

Revegetation and rehabilitation will be undertaken in accordance with a Revegetation Plan prepared by 

utilising methodology described in the current version of the Department’s ‘A guide to preparing 

revegetation plans for clearing permits’ approved by the DWER or in accordance with condition 8(e) of 

CPS 185/10. 

Revegetation and rehabilitation of the watercourse to reinstate the watercourse to its natural state, 

including reinstatement of the bed and banks and return of the natural waterflow within the watercourse. 

9 Environmental Offsets 

Pursuant to Condition 10 of CPS185/10, an offset proposal is not required as the clearing is at variance 

to clearing principle (f) only, the area of the proposed clearing at variance is less than 0.5 hectares. 



CPS185/10-2716 
CD20642 McNeil Rd RBR 75.1 MRWA 5313 Remediate.  
Environmental Assessment Report. 

15 
 

10 Compliance with CPS185/10 

Table 5 Summary of Management Actions Required under CPS185/10 

CPS185/10 Requirement Yes / No / NA Actions 

Clearing is ‘At Variance’ or 
‘May be at Variance’ with 
one or more of the Clearing 
Principles 

Yes.   
At variance with clearing 

principle (f) only and the area of 

the proposed clearing is less 

than 0.5 hectares.  

No ‘May be at Variance’ with 
any of the clearing principles. 

1. Clearing Report to be published 
on the website and submissions 
sought for 21 days – Not 
required. 

2. EMP – Not required 
3. Revegetation/Rehabilitation Plan 

– to be undertaken in 
accordance with CPS 185/10 
and include reinstate of the 
watercourse. 

4. Offset Plan.  Not required 

Environmental Specialist 
prepared the EAR and 
associated documentation 

Yes This EAR and associated 
documentation was prepared by an 
Environmental Specialist who holds 
a tertiary level degree in BSC (Hons) 
and has more than 20 years’ of 
experience. 

Publish the EAR 
NA Publish the EAR within 3 months 

from clearing commencing  
Not required, 

11 Glossary 

Term Definition 

Clearing The killing of, removal of, severing or ringbarking of trunks or stems of, or the 
doing of any other substantial damage, including draining or flooding land, 
burning and grazing of stock, to some or all of the native vegetation in an area.  
(Clearing does not include pruning of native vegetation, to the extent the 
pruning does not cause substantial damage to the native vegetation.) 

Native Vegetation Indigenous aquatic or terrestrial vegetation and includes dead vegetation 
unless that dead vegetation is of a class declared by regulation to be excluded 
from this definition. 
It also includes native vegetation that was intentionally planted if: 
a) that vegetation was sown, planted or propagated as required under this 
Act or another written law; or  
b) that vegetation is of a class declared by regulation to be included in this 
definition; or 
c) the planting was funded (wholly or partly) by a person who was not the 
owner of the land AND for the purpose of biodiversity conservation or land 
conservation; or 
d) one of the following is in effect in relation to the vegetation — 
(i) a conservation covenant or agreement to reserve under section 30B of the 
Soil and Land Conservation Act 1945; 
(ii) a covenant to conserve under section 21A of the National Trust of Australia 
(W.A.) Act 1964; 
(iii) a restrictive covenant to conserve under section 129BA of the Transfer of 
Land Act 1893; 
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(iv) some other form of binding undertaking to establish and maintain, or 
maintain, the vegetation. 

Not at variance  where there is sufficient data to indicate certainty, for example there are no 
wetlands or watercourses within the clearing area 

Not likely to be at 
variance  

where a reasonable basis of information exists to support assessment, either 
provided by the applicant or available via other sources, but an element of 
uncertainty remains, for example surveys have not indicated threatened flora 
but there is a risk as suitable habitat is present within the clearing area 

May be at variance where there is insufficient data available to fully assess the impacts, for 
example threatened flora are known to occur in the area within the same 
vegetation and soil type. This level of variance often triggers further action, 
such as request for surveys, imposition of permit conditions or modification of 
the clearing area 

At variance  where there are known impacts or significant risk of impact, for example the 
Soil and Land Conservation Commissioner has advised likelihood of land 
degradation through salinity, or surveys identified threatened flora in the 
clearing area 

Seriously at 
variance  

where the clearing will result in an impact so significant it is likely to be 
irreversible, for example clearing a threatened flora population, or clearing 
which will affect the viability of a fauna population 
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APPENDIX A – Water Corporation Environment Policy 
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APPENDIX B – Figures 
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Figure 1: Proposed Clearing Area 
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Figure 2: TEC 


